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	REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND
SUPPORT SERVICES


	TO THE COUNCIL ON 20th SEPTEMBER, 2006


	TITLE:
COUNCIL CONSTITUTION - PROPOSED AMENDMENTS


	RECOMMENDATION: THAT the proposed amendments to the Council Constitution as set out in the appendix to this report be approved.


	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: This report contains a number of suggested amendments to the Council Constitution.


	BACKGROUND DOCUMENT: Council Constitution. (Available for public inspection)


	ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
N/A


	SOURCE OF FUNDING:
N/A


	COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative): N/A


	1.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:          N/A    3.  PROPERTY:
             N/A
2.  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:   N/A    4.  HUMAN RESOURCES:   N/A


	CONTACT OFFICER:
P.D. Templeton 
                  Tel. No. 
793 3018




Committee Services Manager


	WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATE: 
All


	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Council Constitution


	DETAILS: Proposed amendments to the Constitution are set out in the appendix to this report. 



Appendix 
	Page
	Reference
	Existing Wording
	Proposed Wording
	Reason

	62
	Part 3, Section 2
(Details of various bodies)
- Regulatory and other bodies : Powers and responsibilities.
	"The panels will undertake to determine planning applications, traffic regulation orders…."
	"The panels will undertake to determine planning applications, traffic regulation orders and objections to similar highway orders…."
	Recommended by the Director of Engineering, Urban Vision Partnership Limited, in order to determine objections to alley gating proposals.



	96
	Part 4, Section 9
(Rules of procedure - decision making) - Call-in procedure (4.1(a)(IV))

	"…a request to call in the decision may be initiated by either:

I) two members of the appropriate scrutiny committee…, or

II) 10% of the total membership of the Council."


	"…a request to call in the decision may be initiated by either:

I) two members of the appropriate scrutiny committee…, or

II) three members of the Council."
	The chairmen of the scrutiny committees consider that the suggested amendment would make "call-in" more accessible to all members of the Council.



	89
	Part 3, Section 3
(Scheme of Delegation)
- Head of Housing Services (F6(b))
	"(x) Authority to approve enforcement action under sections, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17, 20, 21, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 40 and 43 of the Housing Act 2004 and section 80 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 in relation to houses in disrepair."

"(xv) Authority to authorise actions under section 239 (Enter Premises) of the Housing Act 2004."


	"(x) Authority to approve enforcement action under sections 11, 12, 14, 16, 17, 20, 21, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 31,40, 43 and 131 and Schedule 3 of the Housing Act 2004 and section 80 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 in relation to houses in disrepair."

"(xv) Authority to authorise actions under section 239 and Schedule 3 (Enter Premises) of the Housing Act 2004."


	Recommended by the Head of Housing Services

	91
	Part 3, Section 3
(Scheme of Delegation)
- Duly appointed and authorised officers of Housing Services (F6(h))
	"(i) Authority to enter premises for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not a statutory nuisance exists or for the purpose of taking action required by part III of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 or for the purposes specified under sections 131 (Powers to Enter and Execute Works), 239 (Powers of Entry) and 235 (Demand Documents) of the Housing Act 2004."


	Delete "131 (Powers to Enter and Execute Works)"
	Recommended by the Head of Housing Services


	126
	Part 4, Section 1

(Council Procedure Rules) - Public question time (1.6(f))
	"a member of the public shall speak only on the subject being discussed and for no longer than five minutes

the appropriate Lead Member or other appropriate Member will reply

the Mayor shall then ask for any comments from Members, Officers or other members of the public on the matter.  Individual comments shall be limited to five minutes, and the total time allowed for this part of the proceedings shall be limited to fifteen minutes

the member of the public putting the original question or representation may make a comment/ask a supplementary question in respect of the Lead Members' reply or any comments made

final comment from the Lead Member"
	(No change)

(No change)

(Delete wording)

"the member of the public putting the original question or representation may make a comment/ask a supplementary question in respect of the Lead Members' reply"

(No change)
	The Council Agenda Group has previously considered that it would be appropriate to make amendments to the Public Question Time procedure, in order to avoid confusion and provide a clearer procedure for public participants.



	
	
	"(c) All meetings of the Council 

shall finish no later than 5.00 p.m., 

provided that if the Council 

resolved before 5.00 p.m. that, in 

their opinion, the remaining 

business can be completed by 

5.30 p.m., the meeting may 

continue until that time but shall 

then terminate automatically 

whether or not the business of the 

Council has been completed.  The 

order of the business to be 

completed may be varied so as to 

provide for the transaction of the 

most urgent business at 5.00 p.m."


	"(c) All meetings of the Council shall finish 

no later than 5.00 p.m., provided that if the

Council resolved before 5.00 p.m. that, in 

their opinion, the remaining business can 

be completed by 5.30 p.m., the meeting 

may continue until that time but shall then 

terminate automatically whether or not the 

business of the Council has been 

completed. The order of the business to be 

completed may be varied so as to provide 

for the transaction of the most urgent

business at 5.00 p.m. A Member who is 

speaking when the meeting is due to finish 

(whether at 5.00 or 5.30 p.m.) may 

continue to speak for no more than five 

minutes from the time he or she 

commenced speaking."


	Recommended by the Council Agenda Group


