	PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.


	REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR

CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES

	TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES

ON 6th AUGUST, 2007.

	TITLE:
	BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE - REQUEST TO MAKE AN EXCEPTION TO STANDING ORDERS TO EXTEND THE SCOPE OF WORKS FOR A CONSULTANT

	RECOMMENDATIONS:
	That approval is granted to make an exception to Contractual Standing Orders and that Customer and Support Services are authorised to extend the existing ICT consultancy contract with Masons Consultancy to support the preparation of a primary schools ICT output specification.

	
	

	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
	Masons provide specialist advice in relation to the procurement of the ICT managed service for the BSF (and non-BSF) secondary schools, post-OBC to financial close in December 2008.  In order to provide continuity and consistency of approach, Masons were asked for provide a proposal to support the preparation of a primary schools ICT output specification.  It is therefore requested that approval to Waive Standing Orders is granted, in order to engage Masons to carry out this work.

	
	

	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)
	None

	
	

	ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
	Masons will carry all Professional Indemnity risks.

	
	

	SOURCE OF FUNDING:
	BSF budget.

	
	

	LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
	Consultation has taken place with the BSF Project Board.

	
	

	FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
	Consultation has taken place with the BSF Project Board.

	
	

	CONTACT OFFICER:
	Stephen Bradbury, BSF Director, 0161 778 0367

	
	

	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)
	All

	
	

	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
	All relating to young people, inclusion and access to education, sport and leisure.

	
	

	DETAILS:
	

	
	1. Masons were appointed to provide ICT advice to the BSF project post-OBC to financial close in December 2008, as reported and ratified by the BSF Project Board on 25 May 2007.

2.
The scope of their appointment was to provide specialist advice in relation to the procurement of the ICT managed service for the BSF (and non-BSF) secondary schools.

3.
It has been determined by the BSF Project Board that the scope of the ICT managed service should provide for the possible inclusion of the primary school estate.  In order to provide continuity and consistency of approach, Masons were asked for provide a proposal to support the preparation of a primary schools ICT output specification.

4.
Members are therefore requested to approve the Waiving of Standing Orders to engage Masons to carry out this work.
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