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Details
1. Response to “Proportionality” Item (a)
1.1 All four primary schools currently are close to or already have in excess of 25% surplus places which triggers action in terms of surplus place removal (see Appendix 1). The current demographic profile is for the decline in pupil numbers in the area to continue, therefore, our forecast indicates that surplus places in all 4 schools will increase (see Appendix 2).

1.2 Where there are a large number of surplus places in schools there can also be high levels of variation in schools’ annual intake numbers from year to year. This makes the schools’ financial position volatile and planning for sustainable numbers of school staff and structures is compromised. Furthermore, there are adverse affects on recruitment and retention of teaching staff.

Overall this situation is detrimental to the education of the children.

1.3 Tootal Drive and St. Luke’s C.E. Primary Schools are currently operating at less than 1 form entry (210 pupils). If the trend continues Tootal Drive, St. Luke’s C.E. and Seedley Primary schools are forecast to decline to around 100 pupils by 2011/2012, at which point viability will be an issue. Appendix 2 shows the pupil forecast numbers as they currently stand. Members have previously been advised that the accuracy of these forecasts have been externally verified on a number of occasions and the accuracy is within 1%. 

1.4 Closing the four schools and opening one new two form entry school is the only option which could potentially address surplus places in all community and voluntary controlled primary schools in the Weaste, Seedley and Langworthy area.

1.5 Seedley and Langworthy Road school buildings are old and dilapidated and all four school buildings have suitability issues which impact upon curriculum delivery. School buildings have an important part to play in creating a suitable learning environment for children. Although currently none of the schools are causing the LEA concern in terms of educational outcomes for pupils, the longer term sustainability, as buildings decline further, is a concern.

1.6 A new school will contribute to the regeneration of this area and match the high aspirations of the community. It will provide the learning environment and resources for a curriculum of the future.

2. Response to “Due Consultation and the taking of appropriate advice from Officers” - Item (b)
2.1 The proposal to close Langworthy Road, Tootal Drive, Seedley and St. Luke’s C.E. Primary schools and build a new two form entry (420 pupil place) primary school on the Seedley site has been developed from extensive consultation. Please refer to the following reports.

· Strategic Review of Primary School Places Cabinet Report - 22nd January, 2002.

· Primary Review Informal Consultation Document - September 2002.

· Primary School Review Cabinet Report - 10th September, 2002.

· Primary School Review Cabinet Report - 19th February, 2003.

· Primary School Review Cabinet Report - 28th May, 2003.

· School Organisation Plan 2003 - 2008.

· Radclyffe and St. Clement’s C.E. Community Primary Schools  Cabinet Report - 10th September, 2003.

· School Organisation Plan - Demographic Information 2004.

· Progress on Primary School Review Cabinet Report - 11th February, 2004.

· Primary School Review Cabinet Report - 22nd March, 2005.

2.2 All reports have involved input from officers representing the Legal and Financial Directorates of the City Council.

2.3 In June 2003 a review group linked to regeneration was established for the Weaste, Seedley, Langworthy, Ordsall area. The group included representatives from schools, the LEA, New Deal for Communities and the Seedley and Langworthy Initiative. The purpose of the group was to seek contributions from these representatives and to draw up some initial proposals to reduce surplus places in the area.

2.4 In March 2004 the review group became a partnership group for the area, comprising of the LEA, political executive, the community regeneration body and the Headteacher’s and Chairs of Governors from all primary schools in the area. Membership of the group is attached at Appendix 3.

2.5 Following discussion and comments with regard to the suitability of sites, the partnership group requested that further investigation be carried out to establish a new (420 place) primary school on the existing site of Seedley Primary School.

2.6 At its meeting on 22nd March 2005, Cabinet approved in principle the agreement from the review group and requested that officers undertake an impact assessment and produce an implementation plan to deliver the new school.

2.7 The Cabinet Report of 24th January, 2006 informs members of progress since March 2005 and recommends the approval to commence the statutory process to close the four schools and establish the new school.

3. Response to “Due consideration to be given to alternative options” - Item (f)
3.1 Throughout the consultation described in 2.1 to 2.7 of this report, consideration has been given to alternative options.

3.2 The minutes of the many partnership group meetings refer to the discussion and options considered.

3.3 Lead Member and the Strategic Director of Children’s Services considered a report in November 2005 which outlined the various options for the area. The option to close the four schools was decided upon as it is the only option which could potentially address surplus places in all community and controlled primary schools in the Weaste, Seedley and Langworthy area.

3.4 The Lead Members decision was incorporated into the 26th January 2006 Cabinet Report.

4. Response to “Wednesbury reasonableness” - Item (h)
4.1 The process undertaken by the LEA is considered to have been reasonable and the appropriate process, as outlined in 2.3 to 2.7 of this report.

4.2 The process to date takes us up to the statutory stage, whereby all statutory consultees will be contacted and set up with the Governing Bodies of all four schools concerned, staff, parents/carers/other consultees.

PAGE  
1
Updated: 19/07/2002

C:\Documents and Settings\persjtaylor\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK25A\JS Report doc 1.doc-PP


