Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee

Report from 12 September 2007 meeting




Report of the Children’s Services Overview and Scrutiny.


TITLE:  
Feedback from the meeting held on 12 September 2007.

Actions
Members agreed the following for each item

1.
Overview of A-level, GCSE and key stage 1 and 2 results


That the Strategic Director of Children’s Services be asked to convey the scrutiny committee’s congratulations to pupils, teachers and headteachers, school governors, and staff in the children’s services directorate for the excellent examination results that have been achieved this year.
2.
Youth Service Provision in Salford – update on progress

Members were encouraged by the progress being made in improving the youth service and recorded their thanks to Faith Mann,  Lesley Craven – Head of the Youth Service and staff for their hard work in bringing about the improvements.  Members asked for a further update in 12 months time.
3.
Role of the Children’s Services Champion

Members welcomed the presentation  and asked for a further update in 12 months time.
4.
Work programme 2007/08




Members agreed the work programme for 2007/08.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report informs Members of the matters considered by Children’s Services Overview and Scrutiny on 12 September 2007. Issues considered were:-

· Youth service provision in Salford – an update on progress
· Role of the Children’s champion

· Overview of A-level, GCSE and key stage 1 and 2 results 

· Work programme for 2007/08

· Report of the Corporate Parenting Scrutiny sub-group looking at outside placements and after care provision

· Action report 11 July 2007 – for information

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Reports to Scrutiny are available to download from  the internet by accessing the following link:- www.salford.gov.uk/councilpapers 

CONTACT OFFICER:  Amanda Carbery, Scrutiny Support Officer.


Tel: 793 3316   E-mail: amanda.carbery@salford.gov.uk

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
    


DETAILS

Issues considered
Overview of A-Level, GCSE and Key stage 1 and 2 results
Jill Baker, strategic director of children’s services informed members of the results for this year’s A-level, GCSE and key stage 1 and 2 results.

Members were informed that Salford pupils had demonstrated an outstanding improvement in this year's GCSE results, showing an increase of nice percentage points in the average number of pupils gaining five or more A*-C grades.

This year's provisional figures show Salford achieving an average of 60% of pupils achieving five or more A*-C grades, which is a significant improvement on last year's 51% average.

Buile Hill High School and The Albion High School are among the city's most improved performers - with pupils at Buile Hill achieving more than twice their average percentage of last year with a 2007 average of 51% of five or more A*-C grades.
Members conveyed their congratulations to pupils and all staff involved

Youth Service  

Faith Mann – Assistant Director - Inclusion Services gave a presentation to members outlining the progress made in relation to the youth service and plans for the future.

In relation to the referral from Swinton Political Executive Faith advised that they were to attend Swinton Community committee on 25 september to discuss members concerns about the lack of youth workers in the Swinton  area.
Members thanked Faith for her presentation and asked for a further update in 12 months.

Work programme  2007/08
Amanda Carbery, Scrutiny Support Officer gave a presentation to members reflecting on the work the scrutiny committee had undertaken over the past 12 months and identifying future areas of work.

Members agreed to delegate to the Chair in consultation with the Scrutiny Support officer the issues which will be included for the work programme for 2007/08.

Role of the Children’s Champion
Cath Connor gave a presentation to members outlining the work she had undertaken since her last report and work planned for the future.

Members thanked Cath for her presentation and asked for a further update in 12 months. 
Amanda Carbery
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