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REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES



TO THE CHILDREN’S SERVICE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


ON Wednesday 14 September, 2005


TITLE : SURVEY: REASONS FOR PARENTAL PREFERENCE OF SCHOOLS OUTSIDE SALFORD


RECOMMENDATIONS : That Scrutiny Committee note the contents of the report


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : 

This report provides an analysis of the results of a survey undertaken with the parents who have chosen to educate their children outside the City for their secondary education commencing in September 2005.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : None

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Not applicable



SOURCE OF FUNDING: Not applicable



COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

None

Provided by :

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None

Provided by :

PROPERTY (if applicable): None

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable): None



CONTACT OFFICER : Lesley Taylor

0161 778 0411


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Local Authority Admission Policy for Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1. Background

1.1. Over recent years there has been concern regarding the number of parents who choose to send their child outside Salford for their secondary education. Appendix 1 shows the percentage of pupils transferring to high school who have transferred outside the City in the last four years.

1.2. In an attempt to formally ascertain the reasons for parents’ choice of schools the Admissions and Exclusions Team undertook a survey of those parents whose children had been allocated a place either in another Local Authority school or an Independent school.

1.3. The survey (blank copy attached at Appendix 2) was sent to 338 families. The response rate was high for this type of survey with 152 responses being received. This represents a response rate of 45%.

1.4. With the introduction of co-ordinated admission arrangements in September 2004, Salford is now responsible for dealing with the admission of all Salford residents into local authority schools. This means that all Salford residents apply to Salford Local Authority for all schools irrespective of which local authority maintains the school they are applying for. Independent schools are not included in this arrangement as parents must apply directly to these schools but should advise their home authority what arrangements they make for the education of their children. Given this, Salford is better placed then ever to have an overview of the schools to which parents choose to send their children.

2. Findings

2.1. As the survey was sent to all Salford residents who were choosing to send their children outside of Salford there were two specific groups of responses. Responses from parents of children who were educated in Salford primary schools and responses from those whose children were educated either in the private sector or in other Local Authority schools.

2.2. As the second group of parents had made their choice to educate their child outside Salford possibly seven years ago the results of the survey for this group of parents are arguably not as pertinent as those of the group of parents who are choosing now to make the change from a Salford school.

2.3. It will be useful for members to see the allocation of places across other Local Authorities and the Independent sector for the whole number of 338. Appendix 3 details this. The highest group of pupils going elsewhere is to the private sector, followed with almost equal numbers by Bolton and Bury Local Authority schools.

2.4. The remainder of the data included in this report relates to the responses to the survey. 

2.5. We asked those parents whose children were in a Salford primary school if they were aware of which high school was linked to their child’s primary school and did they consider requesting a place at the linked high school. The results show that whilst 92% of parents were aware of the linked high school only 33% considered requesting a place at that school. See appendices 4 and 5.

2.6. We wanted to determine if parents actually attended high school open evenings, an opportunity for schools to market themselves, to give parents useful information about the school and for the parents to ask any questions of the school. We asked if parents had attended a Salford high school open evening. There is a significant difference in the response to this dependent on whether or not the child had attended a Salford primary school. Appendices 6 and 7 show that whilst 45% of those who attended a salford primary school did attend at least one Salford high school open evening this compared to just 8% of those who weren’t educated in a Salford primary school. This is useful information for schools, as it is obvious that they need to look at other ways to engage parents rather than relying heavily on the open evening events as the main way to interact with prospective parents.

2.7. We asked parents who did attend an open evening to comment on if this had helped them to decide to request a place at a school outside Salford.  Twenty-five parents responded to this question and their responses are shown at Appendix 8.

2.8. Parents were then asked to indicate from a list of reasons why they had chosen the school that they had. Parents could indicate more than one reason for their decision. The differences between those who had been educated in a Salford primary school and the others in relation to these reasons were not significant Appendices 9 and 10 detail these reasons. In both instances the highest reason stated was academic with disciplinary policy or procedures following that. For those currently educated in Salford schools the next highest reason for requesting a place outside the city was for religious reasons whilst the third highest reason for those already out of the Salford system was an older sibling link.

2.9. We asked parents to indicate any other reasons that had not been covered by the previous categories. 33 parents responded to this question and a wide range of additional reasons were given. Appendix 11 details these. Most of the reasons were only mentioned by one parent but there are some multiple mentions of issues such as, preference for a school with a sixth form attached, wanted a smaller school, concerns around the quality of staff, required a more ethnically diverse school, lack of quality schools in Salford, poor buildings and not offered a place at their preferred school.

3. Further action

3.1. The information provided by the survey will be shared within the Children’s Services Directorate and the composite information will be fed back to high schools. In addition to this where there are any specific references to particular schools these will be shared confidentially with headteachers for their action as appropriate.

3.2. It is proposed that the survey is repeated in future years to see whether attitudes change in response to actions taken by schools and the Children’s Services Directorate.


