CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING

3RD MARCH, 2008



CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING 


3rd March,, 2008





Meeting commenced:
9.00 a.m.


“              ended: 
 9.45a.m
PRESENT:
Councillor Hinds - in the Chair



Councillor Devine
OFFICERS:
A. Westwood

-
Strategic Director of Customer and







Support Services



G. Topping

-          Assistant Director 


S. Fryer

-
Assistant Director 
M. Bleese

-
Head of Human Resources 


L.  Slamon

-
Senior Committee Administrator
1. APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of John Spink.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
3. RECORD OF BRIEFING
The record of the Briefing held on 25th February, 2008, was agreed as a correct record.
4. COUNCIL TAX UPDATE
An update was given with regard to the collection of Council Tax, Business Rates and Arrears.

It was noted that Council tax bills for 2008/09 were being posted out this week.
5. FILLING OF VACANT POSTS
RESOLVED:
(1) THAT authority be given for the following vacant posts to be filled -

· Management Support Assistant (Internal only)

· Legal Assistant
· City West Housing Trust –
Chief Executive





Director of Finance and Support Services






Director of Housing Services






Director of Communities



(2) THAT authority be given for the post of Information Officer approved to be funded internally at the meeting on 18th February, 2008, to be filled externally.



(3) THAT it be noted that a report was to be submitted at the next meeting on future arrangements for agreeing the filling of vacant posts.

6. CAPITAL PROPOSALS
RESOLVED:
THAT the following Capital Proposals  be approved:-
Improvement schemes to Eccles Library, Salford Museum and Art Gallery Project Development Work.
7. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the following items contained exempt information as specified in the relevant paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.
8. PAYMENT OF HONORARIA – ICT DIVISION
This item was withdrawn.
9. REGRADING AND REDESIGNATION - GMPA
RESOLVED:
THAT the regarding and redesignation of the following posts in the GMPA be approved:-
Scrutiny Manager to Head of Scrutiny and Engagement

Partnership and Policy Manager to Head of Governance and Policy

10. POSSIBLE CLAIMS FOR RECOVERY OF OVERPAID VAT
A report of the City Treasurer was submitted regarding possible claims for recovery of VAT overpaid.
RESOLVED:
THAT the appointment of Price Water-House Coopers LLP (PWC) as consultants, on a no win no fee basis, to pursue speculative claims for VAT overpayments since 1973.
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