CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING

20th October, 2008

Meeting commenced:
9.00 a.m.


“        ended:
9.30 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Hinds – in the Chair



Councillor Devine
OFFICERS:
A. Westwood
 - Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services



J. Spink - City Treasurer



J. Tanner - Head of Customer Services


M. Bleese - Head of Human Resources



A. Rich - City Solicitor



L. Slamon - Senior Committee Administrator 
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.


2. RECORD OF BRIEFING
The record of the Briefing held on 6th October, 2008, was agreed as a correct record.
3. COUNCIL TAX UPDATE
J. Tanner gave an update report with regard to the collection of Council Tax, Business Rates and Arrears.
4. FILLING OF VACANT POSTS
M. Bleese gave an update report on the current position regarding the filling of vacant posts within the Authority.
RESOLVED:
THAT the filling of vacant posts, as detailed in the report now submitted, be approved.

5. REFURBISHMENT OF CHANGING ROOMS AT DAVID LEWIS PLAYING FIELDS
A report of the Deputy Director of the Environment containing proposals for the refurbishment of the changing rooms at David Lewis Playing Fields was submitted.

RESOLVED:
THAT consideration of the report be deferred pending further information.

6. EXCEPTION TO STANDING ORDERS - CONTRACT FOR THE PROVISION OF CONNEXIONS SERVICES IN SALFORD
This item was withdrawn.

7. OLD WARKE DAM - PHASE 2
A report of the Deputy Director of the Environment was submitted requesting authority to proceed with a capital proposal in respect of Old Warke Dam, Phase 2.

RESOLVED:
THAT the proposal be approved.

8. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in the relevant paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

9. SALFORD CITY COUNCIL (LAND AT GREAT CLOWES STREET, LOWER BROUGHTON) CPO 2006 - ACQUISITION OF UNITED UTILITIES SUB-STATION - RELOCATION COSTS
A report of the Director of Sustainable Regeneration was submitted.

RESOLVED:
THAT the proposal for the revised estimate of £161,323 plus VAT for the relocation of the United Utilities Sub-Station located within the Order land be approved.

10. WASTE DISPOSAL PFI
A briefing note of the City Treasurer and Deputy Director of the Environment was submitted.

RESOLVED:
THAT, the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services:

· supports the preferred position that the future levy charges contain no smoothing and that districts retain the right to determine for themselves how future levy charges should be smoothed be supported;
· Notes the latest waste levy projections and the incentives these provide to reduce residual waste and increase waste recycling and re-used; and
· Agrees to the City Solicitor completing the Inter Authority Agreement provided there are no material changes from the position outlined above.
11. PAY NEGOTIATIONS
M. Bleese reported that notification had been received from the NJC for Local Government Services confirming the current pay dispute had been referred to arbitration and that, given the time that had elapsed since the award was due and the likelihood of further delays arising from the arbitration process, the two sides of the NJC had now decided that the Employer’s final offer should be implemented with effect from 1st April, 2008.
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