Claremont/Weaste Community Committee – 8th July, 2008

CLAREMONT / WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE


8th July, 2008

Meeting commenced: 
7.00 p.m.


“              ended: 
8.45 p.m.

PRESENT:
Mrs. V. Ivison – in the Chair

Councillors Deas, Ferrer, Heywood, Owen and Taylor


B. Downes

}
Lullington Home Watch


P. Krinks

}



J. Openshaw

}
Middle Victoria Road Home Watch 

K. Ivison

}


S. Healey

-
Upper Middle Victoria Road Home Watch



E. Heywood

}
Bentcliffe Park Residents’ Association



D. Lees

}



M. Madden

}
Doveley’s Road



B. Madden

}




S. Richardson
}
Bluebell Residents’ & Tenants’ Association



J. Cartwright

}



M. Hewitt

}
Oakwood Community Group



K. Prinle

}



B. Lee 

-
LOPRA






D. Kenny

-
All Hallows Roman Catholic High School



J. Binns

-
Eccles Old road



B. Patten

-
Claremont Community Association



S. Dirir

}
Save Light Oaks Park



Stephen Hesling
}



Eleanor Kean
-
Elmwood Church



L. Ryan

-
Local Resident

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:





Mick Walbank
-
Neighbourhood Manager



Vin Joseph 

-
Committee Services Manager


Craig Roberts
-
GMP




M. Carey

- 
Chief Executive Directorate



D. Greenfield

-
Housing and Planning Directorate



G. Hodgin

-
Urban Vision



D. Macdonald
-
Salix Homes



A. Westwood

-
Area Co-ordinator

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Ainsworth, Michelle Cheadle, John Cook, Jim Collins, Lynn Crowder, Jackie Gandy and Inspector Alan Smith.
2.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th June, 2008 were approved as a correct record subject to the inclusion of Tommy Curran at the attendance of the meeting.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
(a)
Meadowgate Canteen
It was reported that at this moment in time no further reports had been submitted in respect of the planning issues Members had raised at the last meeting.

(b)
Elim Kidz’ Club
A further report was presented in respect of this application for funding which had been submitted by the Budget Sub-Group.  The Neighbourhood Manager was asked to investigate this matter further.
(c)
Reducing Vehicular Traffic Speed to 20 mph in Residential Areas
Members of the Community Committee noted the prompt response of the Lead Member for Planning Councillor Antrobus, in respect of this matter which had indicated that proposals to reduce the speed of vehicular traffic in residential areas across the city were being investigated.
4.
THE CLAREMONT/WEAST NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Maura Carey and David Greenfield, officers of the City Council, gave a detailed presentation with regard to the Claremont/ Weaste Neighbourhood Plan which was to be considered by the City Council at its meeting to be held on the 15th July.  The presentation referred to the following matters:
· The consultation exercise which had been carried out within the area

· The Neighbourhood Plan themes :

· Moving Around

· Housing Issues

· Business and Retail Issues

· Education, skills and Employment issues

· Green space issues

· Community facilities issues

· Areas of change


The presentation also indicated that the City Council would consider this matter on the 15th July and the priorities would be integrated into service and budget planning and influence key planning decisions should Council approve the Plan.  It was further indicated that an annual report would be submitted to the Community Committee and the Partnership Board updating Members on the Plan’s progress and this would link to the themes of the Local Community Action Plan.  
Members of the Community Committee expressed a range of views in respect of the proposed plan indicated as follows:

· The plan was not aspirational 
· Some areas of the  consultation were very poor

· Concerns around such developments as a proposal to put residential accommodation on the RMCH site
· No real clear strategy for the community space in the service delivery area

· The Committee’s wishes for approved recreational sporting facilities had not been taken into account

· That Members of the Community Committee recognised that although funding may not be available at this point in time. The plan as submitted did not provide clear future strategies should funding become available to develop and promote issues in which the Community Committee had a keen interest

· It was further commented, that Members of the Community Committee needed to be included as key members of the monitoring process to ensure that proposals that were contained in the plan were brought to fruition. The community had a key role in being a strong partner in supporting the delivery especially in relation to green and open space issues helping to raising the aspirations of the local community.
Councillor Owen commented that he would present these matters to the Council when considering the draft plan at its meeting held on the 15th July.

RESOLVED:
THAT the comments as made by this Community Committee be forwarded to the Council and be recorded as the formal views of this Community Committee in respect of the draft plan.  

5.
REPORT FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL SUB-GROUP 23RD JUNE, 2008

The Neighbourhood Manager submitted the report of the Claremont/Weaste Environment Task Group which had been held on the 23rd June, 2008.  The following comments were made in respect of the matters which had been considered by the said Group:
· Green Directory – Members noted the development of the Green Directory which would provide a basic list of sites being maintained by the Environment Directorate and this matter would be made available to the community committee in September.  Members commented that issues of quality as well as quantity needed to be taken into account.

· Groundwork – Members noted the work being undertaken on environmental audits through walkabouts by the Groundwork Trust.  Residents were informed that they were able to participate in the walkabouts with the officers from the Groundwork Trust.  The audit process would include a consultation with community groups following the walkabout and up to 30 drop-in sessions per area.  The process will end with 20 priority schemes being identified per area.  This information would be fed back to the Salford URC in September to inform them on the allocation of funding for environmental improvements.  Members commented on the level of community participation in this process and encouraged all members of community committees to inform the residents of the dates of the proposed walkabout sessions.  


Mick Wallbank reported on the current position regarding the planters fronting the shops in Eccles Old Road and indicated that the contractor had been asked to make the planters good following some damage which had occurred.
· Communities for Health Funding – It was reported that £10,000 would be available from the PCT for this programme and applications had been made to access the funding.

· Highways schemes – Mick Wallbank reported that the Tootal Drive signage had now been completed and the Gilda Brook subway work was underway.

RESOLVED:
THAT subject to the inclusion of the above information the Claremont/Weaste Environment Task Group proceedings on the 23rd June, 2008 be adopted by the Community Committee.

6.
REPORT FROM THE 2008 PARTICIPATORY BUDGET INITIATIVE (PBI)

Mick Wallbank submitted a report containing details of the brief outcome of the 2008 PBI exercise.  He indicated the fuller report and analysis would be presented to the September meeting of the Community Committee.

Members noted the outcomes and the level of participation which had occurred  within the exercise and the impact this would have on the available budget allocation for 2008/09.  
Members also noted as part of this item the receipt of a document from the Housing and Planning Directorate (Urban Vision) contained details of the traffic calming and traffic management tool kit which gave Members details of costs and information in relation to highway improvement processes.


RESOLVED:
THAT Priority 1 scheme for a Bolton Road crossing as indicated by the PB process be proved and adopted as the number 1 priority for the Community Committee pending further reports and that further schemes be adopted in the priority order determined by the PB process.

7.
BUILE HILL PARK HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND APPLICATION

Members of the Community Committee noted the receipt of a request for a letter of support to be sent to HLF in relation to the Buile Hill Park application for funding.

RESOLVED:
THAT arrangements be made for a letter to be forwarded on behalf of the Community Committee to the Heritage Lottery Fund.
8.
MANOR RD/LULLINGTON RD – BUILE HILL HIGH SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT

Members asked questions regarding the proposals relating to the Manor Road entrance to Buile Hill High School in relation to the demolition of the old school as the new school opened.


RESOLVED:
THAT Michelle Cheadle, the Business Manager, Buile Hill High School, be requested to provide to the Community Committee an update on the current position in respect of this matter.
9.
CHAIR’S REPORT

Valerie Ivison, Chair of the Community Committee reported on activities she had undertaken on behalf of the Claremont/Weaste Community Committee in her role as Chair..

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

10.
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

Members of the Community Committee placed on record a cordial record to new members of the Community Committee who had attended the meeting this evening and arrangements be made to ensure that they be included on the future address lists of all Community Committee meetings and papers.
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