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LIGHTOAKS / OAKWOOD PARKS WALKABOUT

Thursday 17th September 2004

Present:
M. Ferrer -  
resident

J. Nolan -
resident


D. Shaw - 
       “


K. Shaw
       “

A. Chapman -      “


E. Laidler - 
       “

M. J. Hinde -
       “


D. Parnham -       “



M. Parnham -       “



Mick Walbank - 
Community Services 



Paul McKeown - 
Environmental Services 

Ian Worsley -
           “                  “

Steve Dennison -

“
         “

Steve Taylor - 

“
         “

Geoff Dickinson - 
Northern Disposal

Cliff Cooney - 
European Waste

Paul Rutherford - 
        “             “

(Actions shown in bold italics have been undertaken since the last walkabout.  Actions shown in bold need to be undertaken).

LIGHTOAKS PARK

POND

Representatives of the contractors who will be carrying out the pond cleaning addressed the walkabout.  Silt in the pond will be agitated and removed in liquid suspension to tankers parked on Durham Road.  Pumping will be at the pond rather than the vehicles to minimise noise and odour nuisance.  The work will last approximately 5 working days from 8.00 – 17.00 hours.  This should remove about one third of the silt in the pond but this should make a significant difference to the state of the pond.  The pond will then be refilled with fresh water.  Water fowl should survive this process.

Environmental Services will further investigate drainage in the park and will consider future “flushing” of the pond with fresh water from a hydrant once or twice a year.

Environmental Services and the contractors will communicate with residents of Durham Road to advise them of what will be happening.

The narrow channel was again very congested with debris.

Environmental Services still to look at more frequent cleaning of the channel or other measures which might delay the accumulation of rubbish.

There are still no notices about the problems caused by feeding the birds with bread.  Environmental Services still to follow this up when the cleaning is complete.

SPORTS AREA

The Friends of the Park, supported by Environmental Services, are exploring sources of funding to refurbish the sports area as part of the development of a master plan for Lightoaks Park.  This work will be progressed more vigorously once work on the younger children’s play area is complete.

SIGNING

New boards have been erected and the information is what people wanted.

The boards appear to be letting water in and the board near the Durham Road entrance has received some graffiti and vandalism, which needs to be addressed by Environmental Services.

FOOTPATHS

There is likely to be some funding for footpath repairs this financial year.  Residents identified the area near the back of Oakwood School as the priority for repair.

Environmental Services will look into this.

SMALL CHILDRENS PLAY AREA

Work on improving the play area with NOF funding should be complete by spring 2005.

BENCHES etc

Probation Services have had problems accessing their equipment, etc in the summerhouse.  Once this is resolved, their work on benches and fences should continue.

OAKWOOD PARK

VEHICLE SECURITY

Environmental Services have placed a boulder which is successfully preventing unauthorised vehicle access to the park off the East Lancs Road.

There is still unauthorised vehicle access near the home, where stolen cars can get around the bollards on the path by driving through the trees.

Environmental Services will look to place logs, which will prevent access through the trees.

PLAYGROUND

The children’s playground is open and is proving very popular.  The restoration of the ground outside the play area is not to a good standard and there is doubt that the seeding will work.  Funds may remain to turf the area.

Mick Walbank to follow this up.

TREES

Langworthy Reds would like to trim or crown raise trees around and inside the Stables site.  They will take this up with the Senior Arboricultural Officer.
GATES

Ornamental gates will be erected at the Swinton Park Road entrance.

RUGBY CLUB

Langworthy Reds are going to work up development plans with the help of Community Technical Advice Centre as a basis for discussion with the council.  Essentially, they need more changing rooms for players and referees; larger games room and functions room; an office; better parking.

For more information about the club, visit www.langworthyredsrugbyleague.co.uk

BINS

Additional bins have been installed.

WILD FLOWERS

Environmental Services had hoped to develop a community planting scheme.  It is unlikely that the staff will be available to do this but wild flower seed planting will take place.

PATHS

It is unlikely that the NOF funding for repairing paths will be available for another year.  Environmental Services will look into repairing the path from Swinton Park Road to the playground and Stables with this year’s budget.

NEXT MEETING

December (day to be arranged),

briefing meeting rather than a walkabout.

