Claremont / Weaste Political Executive Group

11th January, 2005

CLAREMONT / WEASTE POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP



11th January, 2005


Meeting commenced:
4.50 pm


“               ended:
6.10 pm

PRESENT:
Councillor Owen - in the Chair

Councillors Ainsworth, Cooke, Heywood, Perkins and Powell 

OFFICERS:
A. Westwood

-
Area Co-ordinator



M. Walbank

-
Neighbourhood Co-ordinator



M. McHugh

-
Committee Administrator

62. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of B. Wroe and D. Martin.

63. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 7th December, 2004, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
64. MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Census Data Update

A. Westwood reported that work was currently being undertaken by Greater Manchester Research to update the data in respect of the wards of the city following (a) the 2001 census and (b) the changes to the wards resulting from the findings of the Boundary Committee.

He reported that the figures would be provided to members once they were available.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(b)
Claremont Ward Street Lighting
RESOLVED:
THAT M. McHugh contact S. Collins, Housing and Planning, seeking clarification of the proposed work to street lighting within the Claremont Ward; and that S. Collins be requested to provide Councillor Cooke with updated information.

(c)
Section 106 Protocol – Update
A. Westwood reported on the work currently being undertaken to develop a Protocol for the use of Section 106 monies. 

He provided information in respect of –

(a)
the development of the policy by members and officers within the Housing and Planning Directorate; and

(b)
the process of consultation which would be followed once a draft policy had been produced.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(d)
Forward Plan – Nelson Street CPO

The Head of Housing submitted a report providing a response to Members in respect of a number of issues raised at the last meeting of this Group.

Members raised a number of queries in respect of the response and undertook to discuss these matters further at a planned meeting between themselves, the Director of Housing and Planning and the Head of Housing. 

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

(e)
Delamere Avenue / Gore Crescent

Councillor Cooke indicated that problems were still being encountered on Delamere Avenue with leaking water mains.

He undertook to raise the issue further at the next meeting of the Environment, Planning and Housing Scrutiny Committee.

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

65. NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT

RESOLVED:
THAT, in the absence of B. Wroe and D. Martin, this item be deferred for consideration at the next meeting of this Group.

66. CORPORATE SIGNING STRATEGY

Submitted a report of the Strategic Director of Housing and Planning in respect of providing details of a discussion at a recent Environmental Scrutiny Committee meeting relating to a Corporate Signing Strategy.  

It was noted that at this meeting, although agreement was reached on the City's external boundary signs, it was agreed that before further progress could be made it would be useful to draw up a list of those areas considered to be worthy of a more sympathetic approach, whereby the signing might more directly reflect the characteristics of the particular area in question.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Strategic Director of Housing and Planning be informed of this Groups endorsement of the proposals to place signs within conservation areas which might more directly reflect the characteristics of the area.



(2) THAT the Strategic Director of Housing and Planning be requested to submit an update report in respect of the Corporate Signing Strategy at a future meeting of this Group.  

67. FORWARD PLAN

Members raised a number of issues in respect of items included in the Forward Plan, including –

· Education Protocol – Anti-Social Behaviour

Members requested information in respect of developments in the Service.

A. Westwood undertook provide Members with a response.

· Salford Community Wardens

Discussion ensued in respect of funding and management of the Community Wardens service owing to the cessation of Central Government funding in April, 2006.

· Single Regeneration Budget 5 – Delivery Plan 2005 / 06

A question was raised in respect of the geographical area to be covered by the SRB 5 funding in 2005 / 06.

A. Westwood reported that the current geographical area of the SRB 5 funding would remain for 2005 / 06.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

· Salford High Schools P.F.I. Project

A. Westwood reported that the bids for the Salford High Schools P.F.I. Project were currently being evaluated.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

68. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a)
Height Area

Councillor Cooke raised concerns in respect of an increase in the levels of nuisance, violence and thefts being perpetrated by young people within the Height Area.

(b)
Litter – Hope High School, Buile Hill High School and Pendleton College

Members raised concerns in respect of the increasing levels of litter on the grounds of Hope High School, Buile Hill High School and Pendleton College and on streets in the vicinity of the premises.


Discussion ensued in respect of work which had previously been undertaken to address this issue.

RESOLVED:
THAT M. McHugh provide Councillor Cooke with copies of reports in respect of this issue considered by this Group in 2003 / 2004.

(c)
Action Sheet

RESOLVED:
THAT an Action Sheet be produced to support the minutes of all future meetings of this Group.

(d)
Hope Village

Councillor Ainsworth reported that a further shop within the Hope Village area had been vacated during the Christmas period.


Members expressed concerns in respect of this trend and requested that the possibility of producing a strategy for Hope Village be examined as part of the developments in the SHIFT Project.


RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor Ainsworth and A. Westwood meet to discuss this issue further

(e)
Christmas Lights

RESOLVED:
THAT the possibility of funding Christmas lights within areas of the local community be examined.

69. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of this Group be held on Tuesday, 15th February, 2005, in a Committee Room at the Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton at 4.45pm.
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