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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON 26th April 2004


TITLE :
VICTORY ROAD, CADISHEAD – PROHIBITION OF DRIVING ORDER


RECOMMENDATIONS :
THAT APPROVAL BE GIVEN TO THE RECOMMENDATION IN THE REPORT


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :
THE REPORT PROVIDES PROGRESS ON THE PROVISION OF A CLOSURE ON VICTORY ROAD AND MAKES A RECOMMENDATION ON THE WAY FORWARD


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :
CADISHEAD NORTH WEST AREA WORKFILE

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
LOW

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
 BLOCK 3 TRANSPORT CAPITAL PROGRAMME

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
N/A 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER :
ANDY DEVINE


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
CADISHEAD


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGY, TRANSPORT STRATEGY


DETAILS:
AS PER THE REPORT

BACKGROUND

1. In an earlier report dated 22nd March 2004, both the background to the Cadishead traffic calming scheme and the history of the road closure on Victory Road were outlined. It was reported that following a number of consultation exercises a site meeting took place on 11th March 2004 between residents, Councillor James Hunt, representatives from the emergency services, a representative from the Advertiser and a representative from Development Services to discuss the issue of the road closure. Residents living adjacent to the green had sent in a petition requesting that the location of the closure be moved to the 4 arm junction of Victory Road and Haig Avenue. This location was reinforced at the meeting by all concerned and supported by Councillor Hunt.

2. The Development Services representative voiced concerns regarding the lack of a turning facility for vehicles including refuse vehicles, travelling westbound along Victory Road being confronted by the closure. Without it vehicles would either have to reverse back to a suitable location to turn or use private driveways to turn round and both of these options have road safety implications especially for child pedestrians. The only opportunity to accommodate a closure and turning head here would involve taking land at the junction, including existing footway and 2 parcels of land from the front gardens of nos 22 and 24 Haig Avenue. It was decided that the feasibility of re-locating the closure would be looked into and as this would involve an amendment to the existing closure Order re-consultation with affected residents and emergency services would be required. It would also be necessary to approach the owners of the 2 properties mentioned earlier to ascertain if they would be willing to allow some of their land to be utilised for the turning facility.

3. There were 2 possible remedies:-

A) The first involved re-locating the closure to the junction with Haig Avenue, however any refusal to allow land take from either of the property owners on Haig Avenue would effectively remove this as an option.

B) The second involved the closure of the service road at either end, incorporating a turning head and installing low railing or bollards around the green to prevent short-cutting.

PROPOSAL
4. Following Lead Member approval to option A on 22nd March 2004, negotiation has revealed that no 24 Haig Avenue is under the ownership of the Housing Department and they have started their own negotiations with the tenant in order to acquire enough of the garden space to enable a turning facility to be provided. This is still ongoing, however it is it anticipated that they will eventually be successful in acquiring this land.

5.
Consultation on the amended location has taken place with the emergency services and no objections have been received, also residents have been kept informed of progress as they are keen to have the closure re-located as soon as possible.

6.
Given that it may take some time for Housing Services to complete their negotiations it is proposed that the closure be constructed on an experimental basis which will allow Officers to monitor the effect of the scheme (in the first instance) without the turning head.  One of the advantages of an Experimental Order is that in certain circumstances it can allow a nominated Officer to make changes to the Order without further advertising being necessary.  Thus, by enacting this provision the Head of Engineering will be able to monitor any objections as they are received and vary the Order as necessary.  It is proposed that in the first instance the Order be introduced for an eighteen month period.

RECOMMENDATION

7. It is recommended that the Director of Development Services be authorised to remove the existing closure on Victory Road, proceed with the construction of a road closure at the junction of Victory Road and Haig Avenue and should negotiations be successful in acquiring land at the junction, a turning head also be provided, as indicated on the plan attached to the report.

8. The new closure should be implemented on an experimental basis and the effectiveness of the measure should be monitored. If after surveys indicate that the closure has been successful in reducing the number of vehicles using Victory Road as a short cut then it should be made on a permanent basis.

9. It is further proposed that The Head of Engineering be given delegated authority to vary the content of the Order (if necessary) within the experimental period in light of objections received.

INTRODUCTION OF

18 MONTH EXPERIMENTAL ORDER

ROAD CLOSURE

No person shall cause or permit any vehicle to enter or leave Victory Road (north section), at its junction with Haig Avenue.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services
