ITEM 5
REPORT OF THE ECCLES NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER

TO THE ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

22ND JANUARY, 2008

BLOCK 3 FUNDING – ROAD, TRAFFIC AND PEDESTRIAN PROJECTS

Further to the last Block 3 meeting, and the Community Committee Meeting in November 2007 I enclose a list of all schemes that have been put forward for consideration of Block 3 spend since its inception along with the outcome of each request.   

If you have a request for a scheme to be considered in the new financial year from the 2008/09 Block 3 budget can you please complete the attached slip and return to the address at the bottom of the slip

2006/07 -  Income £100,000.  
NB.  All items 06/07 have previously been raised and agreeD at Community Committee.
Deferred 06/07 

· Albert Street/Wellington Road - Review of Traffic Signals

A feasibility estimate has been provided by Greater Manchester Urban Traffic Control Unit to upgrade the signals to include for pedestrian crossing. – Cost £70,000

It was suggested that progress on this issue be deferred until the traffic impact assessment of Eccles Court development has been reported as this may recommend that remodelling of this junction take place at the expense of the court development. 

Rejected 06/07
· Eccles Town Centre Pelican Crossing

Reason:  The Task Group felt this scheme was too complicated to resolve as it would involve moving the CCTV Camera. A pelican crossing should not really be necessary in a pedestrian zone.  The issue is more about enforcement and GMP are aware of the situation. 
· Alma Street Junction improvements

Reason:  This would involve narrowing of the northern footway by 1m and investigations into underground services in order to improve the junction.  Preliminary Investigations revealed numerous utility services will need relocating and therefore the cost of remodelling will be expensive – Cost £60,000 +

· Peel House Junction – Dropped Kerbs

Reason: There is an ongoing programme to install dropped kerbs and this will be completed as part of this programme.
· West One - Introduction of Pedestrian Footway 

Reason: This was a private development which already had pedestrian entrances.  The meeting agreed that this was the landowner’s responsibility. 

· Peel Green Road – introduction of Turn Right Filter on Traffic Lights 

Reason: The junction would need to be widened to improve congestion and in order to do this the land would need to be acquired.  This was not feasible within the budget 

· Folly Brook – improvements to footpath

Reason: This work had already been done. 
Approved Schemes. 
· St Andrew's Primary School -  Routes to School Initiative 

Reason:  Recommendations from Road Safety Officers that Oxford Road is difficult to cross due to parked cars. School Staff park very close to the school entrance.  It was pointed out that the School should try to resolve its parking issues as a first step – Cost £38,000
· Liverpool Road Rumble Strips (between M60 and Argosy Drive)

Reason:  Residents have raised issues of severe speeding along this stretch where drivers do not reduce their speed from 50 to 30mph.  Rumble waves and a lighted/reactive speed advice sign would be effective in reducing traffic speed. – Cost £10,000

· Buckthorn Lane – Road Resurfacing

Reason: Community Action Plan priority and an issue for residents for many years.  Work could be completed with substantial savings as an add on to the Salford Academy contract if carried out at same time as other work happening on site. - Cost £34,400 

· Eccles Railway Station – Feasibility Study 

Reason: There are issues regarding the structure and weight limit of the station car park.  In order to fully understand this a feasibility study is requested.  There would be no other funding available to carry out this work, which has the potential to identify beneficial measures for a wide range of people. – Cost £5,000 

· Cawdor Street – Traffic Count

Reason:  Task Group acknowleged issues with speed and amount of traffic using Cawdor St.  This is requested in order to explore options of traffic calming – Cost £250
Total Spend 06/07 £87,650

Carry Over 06/07   £12,350 

2007/08

Income £100,000 Block 3.
              £ 10,000 Maintaining the Asset Fund allocation.
Carry Over 06/07 £12,350

Total £122,350 
Deferred 07/08
· Gorton/Hardy/Schofield Roads – repair pavements

Reason:  Scheme referred due to problems with road surfacing and pot holes.  Advise from Urban Vision is that pavements and carriageways are regularly inspected and any actionable defects that meet the criteria on adopted land are repaired. (Criteria are raising or lowering of either the footway by 25mm, or 50mm on carriageways).  Although the road surface appears to be worn, it is not always the case that they meet the actionable levels.  John Butler (JB) from Urban Vision agreed to arrange inspections and determine if the area meets the criteria.  Further discussions can then be held after any necessary maintenance work has been completed. The task group decided that for the repair of carriageway/ footway defects to be paid for out of devolved Block 3 Money, they must pose a road safety concern; otherwise they should look to be funded out of the council’s maintenance budget. 
· Gee Lane/Weymouth Road – repair road

Reason: As above – (JB) will ensure if the area is deemed fit for purpose. Further discussions can then be held after any necessary work has been completed; bearing in mind the road safety requirement that has been recorded in the earlier item. 

· Canal Bank Road Traffic Calming

Reason:  Traffic regulations were being imposed to restrict parking by the junctions of Shackleton Street and Marsden Street, to allow access for drivers to pull out onto Canal Bank Road.  There was a feasibility study carried out 2-3 years ago which found the average speed then to be 32-33 mph.  There have been no recorded accidents as a result of speeding issues. It was agreed that once double yellow lines have been in place to then undertake a new traffic count.

Rejected 07/08

· Cawdor Street - Traffic calming proposal 

 2 options presented;

Option 1 is chicanes – Cost £25,000 

Option 2 for speed cushions – Cost £28,000  

Reason: These proposals were discussed at the meeting but as neither the collision nor traffic survey data highlighted a particular problem at this location the group felt that this should not be progressed. 

· Cromwell Road zebra crossing

Reason:  The scheme was proposed due to cars speeding in a zig-zag fashion made this a dangerous place to cross the road.  However advice from Traffic Officers would be that this scheme would not meet the national criteria standards for the installation of a Zebra Crossing. and the group do not wish to set a precedent

· Liverpool Road/Trafford Road – install Dropped Kerbs

Reason: Signals have already been installed at this junction so dropped kerbs and tactile paving installed with this work  

· Cannon Street/Gleaves Road  – install Dropped Kerbs

Reason: Installation of drop kerbs programmed at this location 

· Clarendon Crescent – raise Kerbs

Reason.  The cost of this project would include drainage at the back of the footpaths and this would be expensive.  Even if completed it was felt that raising the kerbs would also not alleviate the problems of cars parking on the pavement. 

· Stafford Road Junction – environmental improvements
Reason: The repairs to the island are already underway

This scheme will be removed from the list 

· Monton Road – improve/repair pavements

Reason: Ongoing issue regarding land ownership.  

Remove from list until ownership issues resolved

· Somerset Road, Install concrete safety post

Reason:   It is not Council Policy to protect private property.
Approved already by Community Committee

· Monton Green Primary School – Routes to School Initiative

Reason:  Road Safety Officers advise that this is an importance scheme given issues in the area.  Savings can be obtained if this work is completed now whilst Pine Grove is on the road resurfacing programme. It would therefore be more cost effective to have the work done at the same time as the resurfacing - Cost £75,000

Recommended for Approval

· Eccles Town Centre Comprehensive Manual Traffic Survey 

Reason:  Task Group recognise complaints regarding continual breaches of the pedestrianised zone.   A 1 day count will pay for a number of enumerators who will undertake manual counts of all vehicles that pass through the town centre.  This will provide evidence for enforcement action.-  Cost £3000
· Parrin Lane - installation of two variable message signs 

Reason:  Recognition of speeding and traffic issues on Parrin Lane.   This includes signs, cost of reporting and consultation - £15,000

· Liverpool Road – Feasibility study.

Reason:  Referred by traders and residents who report speeding and poor driving through the Patricroft stretch.  Study will ascertain and recommend further action.  Cost £250

· Fox Street/College Croft  - Plateau to assist accessibility for the mobility impaired across the junction 

Reason: Current installation causes motorised scooters/wheelchairs etc…to almost tip over. A raised plateau with an even tip is needed.  Recognised that there are a  high number of residents using motorised mobility equipment in this area. - Cost £4,350  

· Eldon Place/ Arthur Street 

Reason:  Reports of short cutting traffic when there is heavy traffic on Liverpool Road.  A need to investigate in terms of a traffic count – Cost  £250
· Worsley Road Feasibility Study 

Reason:  To investigate traffic calming measures in light of complaints and feedback from residents.  Cost £250
Maintaining the Asset Fund.
· Quaker Bridge – environmental improvements

Suggestions for a number of repairs/environmental enhancements brought forward. Felt this will be better dealt with through Maintaining the Asset Fund.  A scheme will be costed

· Three Sisters - Street lights on path near to this site

This will be better dealt with through Maintaining the Asset Fund
£10,000 Maintaining the Asestt Fund to be spend by 31st March 2008 

To be investigated:
Westwood Park Estate – removal of Bus Gate

This was supposed to be carried out along with other Westwood Park traffic calming scheme 

This scheme will be chased up 

Total Spend 07/08 £108,100 
Carry Over 07/08 £14,250

2008/09

Ellesmere Street - Traffic Calming 

Proposal has been drawn up – Cost £27,000

This scheme was recommended to be carried out in 2008/09 

For Consideration

· Eccles Railway Station - Forecourt

· Oxford Road/Liverpool Road - Pathway improvements on green land 

· Gorton Road - Pathway improvements on land near railway line (likely that this has now been completed through SSCF funding). 
· Additional magic eye/traffic calming measures on Liverpool Road (Makro side) to compliment work done on opposite side of the road. 
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