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	ITEM NO

	SUBJECT: SALFORD’S LOCAL AGENDA 21 STRATEGY

                   NATIONAL BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE                         INDICATOR NO. 1
	

	REPORT OF : DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
	FOR INFORMATION


1.0
Background.


1.1
The City Council is required to produce its Local Agenda 21 Statement and Strategy by the end of December 2000 in order to meet National Best Value Performance Indicator No1.
1.2
The framework for Local Agenda 21 and for taking forward sustainable development has changed substantially in recent years, although it still reflects the principles established at the Rio Earth Summit.

-
“ A Better Quality of Life” ( UK Strategy for Sustainable Development)

-
Modern Local Government - In Touch with the People

-
Putting Sustainability at the Heart of Local Governmnet

-
Community Leadership

-
Community Planning ( Economic, Social and Environmental Wellbeing)

-
Best Value ( NBVPI)
  

1.3
The emphasis is very much about the recognition that environment is a  key component of Quality of Life issues. Creating a clean healthy environment with reduction in energy use, waste minimisation, reuse of waste products, clean air, clean streets, quality urban design and diverse natural landscapes has strong links to health, education, jobs, competitive economy, crime and community.   

2.0
Purpose of the LA21 Strategy

2.1
The purpose and relevance of the LA21 Strategy to Salford is threefold
1)
To demonstrate and celebrate the progress that has already been made across Salford in 
taking forward and mainstreaming the environmental component of Sustainable 

Development and to show how it is intended to develop the process in the future through 
Grass Roots Community activity and strong partnerships. Further action required to take 
the LA21 Process forward is highlighted within  the document.  
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2)
To ensure that  environment is not seen in isolation, but linked to issues of social justice 
and economic competetiveness. In that way 
the environment will  not be regarded as  
low priority but an integral part of the social and economic agenda.

3)
The Local Government Act will give every council a new duty to prepare a Community 
Plan . This will be a shared vision for the future embracing the notions of economic, 
social and environmental wellbeing. The role of the Local Agenda 21 will be to ensure 
that the environmental wellbeing component of Salford is built into this new duty.

3.0
Progress and Way Forward

3.1
The Draft LA21 Strategy has had approval of Cabinet to go to Consultation. 
3.2
The main document was distributed to strategic partners . A shortened version of the LA21 Strategy was published in the September edition of the Salford People, explaining  practically what Local Agenda 21 means at a local and community level through   “grass roots” projects and partnerships already in place in Salford.  

3.3
The response from local and strategic partners has been small. It is intended to finalise the document for approval of Cabinet on 12th December and the  City Council on 20th December . The final version will be forwarded to Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions and to Government Office of the North West.   


4.0
Conclusions   

4.1 Publishing the LA21 Strategy will allow Salford to meet its immediate Best Value Performance Target. However, to be meaningful, Salford will need to seiously address the Further Action Required and actively integrate the principles of environmental sustainability in to the Community Planning , Strategic Planning and Best Value regimes.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services  

