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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
ON  20th January 2003

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

ON  20th January 2003

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING SERVICES 

ON  24th January 2003


TITLE: ORDSALL NEIGHBOURHOOD OFFICE JOINT SERVICE DELIVERY

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
That approval be given to:

1) Undertake the second phase of works to provide a joint service and community resource facility at an estimated 
cost of £333,576 to be funded as set out in the details of this report with £21,000 coming from the Office Moves budget and £130,000 insurance monies from the destroyed Ordsall Nursery.

2) Transfer the control of the land and building from Arts and Leisure services and Housing Services functions respectively to the Planning and Development Services function.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
Proposals have been developed to provide a joint service and 



community resource facility at Ordsall Neighbourhood Office. Approval 


is now sought to the second phase of works, the funding and the 



transfer of control of the land and buildings are set out in the details 


of this report.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
 Report to Directors Team 9th May 2002





 Report to Lead Members 9th Sept 2002


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: 
Medium



THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: Council: Capital, Revenue and insurance payment






Sure Start: Grant Funding



LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED  N/A



FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED  Yes from Alan Westwood



CONTACT OFFICER: Steven Durbar Ext  3755


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)  Ordsall


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES N/A


DETAILS 

A.
Background


Ordsall Neighbourhood Office was originally occupied by the Ordsall Area Housing Team and Development Services Local Implementation Team.

In September you were advised of proposals to consolidate a range of services and provide a community resource facility within the building. Under these proposals the building would contain a Library, Ordsall Community Arts, Job Shop, office for Area Housing Staff and Community Team Staff and a community resource area.

These proposals were split into two phases of works. Phase 1 works comprises relocating the temporary library and Job Shop within the building, providing new office locations for the housing and community team staff and improving the foyer, painting and landscape improvements.

The cost of the phase 1 works totalling £67,000 have already been approved 

B.
Current Situation
The second phase of works to provide a community resource area have now been prepared in partnership with Sure Start who are applying for grant funding to co-fund these works.  The proposals, which will provide a children’s area/crèche, community room, parents space/ coffee area, multi-purpose room, office/interview space and an office for Sure Start Staff are shown on the attached plan. 


Cost and Funding


The estimated costs of these works is:

ELEMENT
£

Building extension
106,500

Refurbishment – existing element
118,400

External works to improve car parking / access / drainage
18,637

Furniture and equipment
30,000

Fees
36,531

Security equipment & remote monitoring
13,508

Contingency for client /occupier additional requirements
10,000

Total
333,576


The proposed source of funding is:

Office moves budget
21,000

Insurance monies from destroyed Ordsall Nursery
130,000

Development Services building running cost budget
13,508

Funding from Sure Start grant application
169,068

Total
333,576

It should be noted that if some or all the money to be included in the bid by Sure Start were not approved then the scheme would be scaled back accordingly.

Sure Start have also been successful with a grant application for £45,000 to fund an outdoor play area to be provided as a part of the overall scheme of works.

Transfer of control of land and buildings

The council’s property records currently identify that the site of Ordsall neighbourhood Office is held under the control of Arts & Leisure Services function and that the building is under the control of the Housing Services function.

To regularise the current situation and take account of the proposed joint use and occupation of the building it is considered that control of the land and building should be transferred from Arts and Leisure Services and Housing Services functions respectively to the control of the Planning and development Services function as a corporate building.


Financial implications of transfer

The value of the building to be transferred is £200,000. As a consequence of the transfer from Housing purposes to Planning and Development (Management Services) purposes, the HRA credit ceiling will be reduced by £100,000, which will reduce HRA debt charges by £9,660. HRA subsidy will not be correspondingly reduced since capital expenditure incurred on the provision of offices is ineligible for subsidy being “not directly related to the provision of accommodation for rent”. The General Fund credit ceiling will increase by £100,000 and General Fund debt charges will increase by £15,670.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services
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