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REPORT OF THE CHAIR
OF THE REGULATION 22 VISITS PANEL


TO THE HEALTH & SOCIAL ISSUES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
ON 13th MARCH 2002

TITLE : 
REPORT OF MEETINGS HELD OCTOBER 2001 TO FEBRUARY 2002.


RECOMMENDATIONS : THAT THIS REPORT IS NOTED


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : 

There have now been five meetings of the new Panel to consider the reports of visits made to children's homes under regulation 22 of the Children's Homes Regulations 1991, and reports of inspections of children's homes. Regulation 22 requires that each children's home run by the Authority is visited monthly and a report made. That report must then be considered, unabridged, by the Authority. The Regulation 22 visits Panel has been established to give full consideration to reports of visits and also inspection reports.

The Panel meets monthly. This report is a summary of the work of the Panel from its establishment in October 2001 to February 2002.

The Panel has considered the following reports:

	Panel
	Members
	Officers
	Members not received
	Officers not received

	October
	-
	11
	-
	2

	November
	2
	7
	4
	0

	December
	4
	6
	2
	1

	January
	3
	6
	4
	0

	February
	2
	5
	4
	2


The Panel has discussed a range of issues arising from the reports. There were no issues of serious concern regarding the safety or well-being of children. However, Panel noted that concerns about the education of children in children's homes. Record keeping and the availability of information, staffing and health and safety issues were raised in several reports. Panel also noted work in hand to address all these issues and will monitor progress on them.

Panel has also asked to be informed if a regulation 22 visit for any home is missed twice consecutively. Since the period covered by this series of Panels (August to December 2001) the arrangements for Member visits have been changes and now all Members are assigned to a particular establishment for visits.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : 
(Available for public inspection)

None


CONTACT OFFICER : 

Paul Woltman 793 2243


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)    

NA


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  

This Panel fulfils a statutory duty.


