LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
26th January, 2006

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
11.35 a.m. fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor Wilson - in the Chair

Councillors Val Burgoyne, Robin Garrido, Macdonald, Miller and Mullen 
95.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Heywood, Holt, Hulmes, B. Lea and Pooley.

96.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 22nd December, 2005, subject to the following amendments, were agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman:-

· Minute 89 (Revocation of a Private Hire Driver’s Licence).


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the revocation of private hire driver licence number 514, on the grounds that the holder had failed to inform the Licensing Section of a speeding conviction.

· Minute 89 (Revocation of a Private Hire Driver’s Licence) and Minute 90 (Private Hire Driver’s Licence - Breach of Conditions).

Councillors Robin Garrido and Ian Macdonald asked that it be recorded that they were not in agreement with the respective decisions in relation to private hire driver’s licence number 514 and 631.

97.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business, detailed in Minute 98 and 99 below, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraph 4 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

98.
APPLICATIONS FOR A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned applications for private hire driver’s licences be dealt with as follows:-

	Applicant
	Decision



	PHD 975
	Refused.

	PHD 1720
	Approved for a twelve month period, to be reviewed thereafter.

	PHD 995
	Refused.


99.
APPLICATION FOR A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE - APPEAL

(Previous Minute 76 - 24th November, 2005)

The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report indicating that private hire licence number 1196, whose application had been refused by the Panel at their meeting held on 24th November, 2004, had subsequently appealed against this decision at Salford Magistrates Court on 5th January, 2006, where it had been upheld.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT the Strategic Director of Environment be requested to submit a report at the next meeting, providing details of the number of applications for private hire driver licences which have been refused by the Panel, and have subsequently been the subject of an appeal to Salford Magistrates Court.

100.
PUBLICATION OF APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003
Councillor Robin Garrido referred to concerns which had been expressed at the Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee held on 25th January, 2006, with regard to the publication of applications submitted under the Licensing Act 2003.  He said it was appreciated that current procedures were adhered to in accordance with government legislation, but they were inadequate, and often meant affected parties in the community were unaware that applications for extended hours were being made for premises in their neighbourhoods, and sometimes missed the opportunity to submit objections.  Tracy Barr replied that advertising and consultation of applications was a concern of many local authorities, and said that Local Authorities Coordinators of Regulatory Services (LACORS), was making representations to H.M. Government in this regard.  It was also commented that if it so wished, the City Council could take an independent and more proactive role in publicising applications, though such a policy would inevitably have financial and resource implications.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT a letter be sent to LACORS on behalf of the Panel, supporting the representations being made to H.M. Government, with regard to improving advertising and the consultation methods for applications submitted under the Licensing Act 2003.



(2) THAT the Strategic Director of Environment be requested to submit a report at a future meeting, outlining possible ways of improving the advertising and consultation methods for applications submitted under the Licensing Act 2003, and the likely financial and resource implications of these.
R:\status\working\admin\omin\lrpm260106.doc

