	Part 1 (Open to the public)
	ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL

TO THE LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL

ON THURSDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2006

TITLE: Gambling Act 2005
RECOMMENDATIONS: To finalise draft Gambling Act 2005 Policy Statement to be considered by full Council in December and to note other miscellaneous points
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Consider response to public consultation exercise in respect of draft policy statement
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Salford City Council draft policy statement; Schedule of responses following public consultation process
(Available for public inspection)

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Possible legal challenge to Policy Statement in High Court

SOURCE OF FUNDING:

COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:



Provided by: Tracy Barr

2.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:


Provided by:

3.
ICT STEERING GROUP IMPLICATIONS
Provided by:

PROPERTY (if applicable):

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):

CONTACT OFFICER: Tracy Barr

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All

KEY COUNCIL POLICES: 

Crime and Disorder

The Gambling Act 2005 will come into force in September 2007 thereby investing licensing authorities with specific responsibilities in relation to gambling.

Policy Statement

Prior to the commencement of the Act, the licensing authority must prepare a policy statement, to be approved by full Council in December and published by 3rd January 2007.

A draft policy statement [see appendix A] was drawn up in June, based upon a LACORS template and amended slightly in conjunction with other AGMA (Association of Greater Manchester Authorities) members. That draft statement was widely distributed as part of a statutory public consultation process lasting from July to September and the responses to that exercise are recorded in the schedule attached at Appendix B.

The Panel is requested to “finalise” the proposed statement to be considered by the full Council, taking into account the responses to the consultation process and advice received subsequent to that process [see Appendix C].

For ease of reference, recommended changes to the draft Policy Statement are highlighted on the draft in red.

Training

It is essential that Panel Members and officers are fully trained and prepared for the introduction of the Act. A leading trainer on this subject, Roger Butterfield, will deliver training on Tuesday 13th February 2007. Some Members will remember Roger’s informative and entertaining session on the Licensing Act.

Details of the programme and venue will be confirmed at a later date.

Transitional Provisions

These will come into effect at the end of April 2007 when existing licence holders can apply to retain their “grandfather” rights. At the time of writing, the transitional provisions have not been released and so no details of the process can be confirmed. However, it is likely that the process will be similar to that of the Licensing Act ie. no advertisement of the applications or hearings needed if the applicant simply asks to secure their existing rights.

Draft Regulations

A number of draft regulations have been issued for consultation purposes covering a wide range of issues. In view of the concern previously expressed by the Panel relating to the notice given to interested parties of applications for premises licences under the Licensing Act, I feel that it is important to bring the corresponding draft provisions under the Gambling Act to the notice of the Panel. The draft regulations by and large replicate the notice provisions under the Licensing Act ie. the applicant must display a notice on the premises for 28 days which can be conveniently read from outside the premises, and publish a notice in the local newspaper. If the Panel wish to respond to the draft provisions, that can readily be done as part of the consultation process.
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