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ENVIRONMENT TASK GROUP MEETING
30.4.09    1.00  – 3.00 pm

Walkden Gateway, Community Room 2
Attended:

	Vincent Nash                          
	Neighbourhood Manager (chair)

	vincent.nash@salford.gov.uk
	779 8090

	Andrew Meadows
	Neighbourhood Development Officer 
	andrew.meadows@salford.gov.uk
	779 8072

	Chris Tucker                           
	Community Development Worker


	chris.tucker@salford.gov.uk
	779 8070

	Joe Palframan
	Ranger, Blackleach CP
	joe.palframan@salford.gov.uk
	607 1758

	Phil Hagerty
	Blackleach CP
	phil.h34@TalkTalk.net
	799 7746

	Rachelle Whalley
	PCT
	rachelle.whalley@salford.nhs.uk
	779 8077

	Linda Arthington
	
	linda.lrthington@salford.gov.uk
	779 8083

	Sue Barry
	Admin, One Stop Shop (Minutes)


	susan.barry@salford.gov.uk
	975 7413


Apologies:

	Annie Surtees
	SCC
	Annie.Surtees@salford.gov.uk
	607 1758

	Cllr Alice Smyth
	Cllr Little Hulton
	Councillor.Smyth@salford.gov.uk
	799 3077

	Hannah Raikes
	Environmental Services
	hannah.raikes@salford.gov.uk
	920 8412

	Dawn Crossley
	City West 
	Dawn.Crossley@citywest.org.uk
	07841 297355

	Aled Owen
	Walkden High
	aowen@dial.pipex.com
	07860 348288

	Tom Jones
	Environmental Education Officer
	thomas.jones@salford.gov.uk
	925 1026


1. Welcome, Introductions and apologies
VN welcomed everyone and initiated introductions.  Apologies given are noted above.

2. In Bloom
CT informed the meeting that money allocated for In Bloom this year is being used for 12 hanging baskets and 4 planters in the District Centre and 34 barrier baskets all down Manchester Road from the traffic lights near the pavilion to Walkden crossroads.  Locations are on the advice of Environmental Services and Traffic and they will be installed at the same time, before June.  AM added that another pot of money has been allocated and the whole of the main arterial patch and 2 shopping areas will be covered.  
A planting day will be organised with New Peel residents group to re-plant on Old Lane.  CT has requested a date and is awaiting feedback.

3.  Parks Updates:
· Peel Park   
VN remarked that a resident reported there was rubbish behind the pavilion and a dead rat had been found there.  JF stated rubbish was an ongoing problem; he moved some from behind the pavilion yesterday.
JP notified the group that Geoff Atkinson was going to consider re-enforcing the fencing.   CT and JP are meeting next week to organise intergenerational events.   The successful RSPCA pet clinic was one of the biggest in the country.  Good feedback has been received from the public.  CT added there would be an article in the next newsletter.  Easter events went well.
RW listed items the PCT considered necessary for the pavilion.   The cleaning cupboard required shelves and keys for it needed to be available.  A baby changing table was lacking and plug socket covers.  
JP revealed that picnic in the park will take place on Sunday 9.8.09.

Action:

· JP to organise refuse collection from pavilion;
· JW to feed back signing off date for bowling green;
· RW/PF to cost items requested.
· Parr Fold Park 
CT indicated the intergenerational bowling events will take place as last year during the summer and also on Peel Park.
· St Mary’s Park

VN and JP have received no reports of ASB.  CT mentioned the active bowling club who participated in work with young people, activities during the summer and hired out their pavilion to other groups.  Section 106 money was used to develop a new, successful MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) on a disused tennis court, following consultation.   The bowling club have requested conversion of the remaining tennis court to an all weather bowling pitch.  This is in abeyance as no funding is available currently.
· Blackleach CP

PH discussed Easter events including egg painting, rolling and Easter bunny hunt for children.  The dog clinic had more customers than expected and the organisers would like to come back next year.   Health walks are going strong, averaging 24-25 most weeks.  Most Thursdays the cycle group meet.  A grant has been obtained for coach trips 4 times a year.  On 26.4.09. a walk round the park to bird watch took place.  Forthcoming events include birds of prey evening, picnic for Unity group, BBC Breathing Spaces events, Investors in People interviews with volunteers, work with Wildlife Trust & Bupa.  It is planned to install seats in Blackleach.  JP mentioned the probation service will be cleaning up at the loopline on 12.5.09. 

Action 

· JP to sent CT details of events once available.

4.  Whittle Street Play Area – Chris Tucker
CT informed the group that £1,000,000 was available from Environmental Services this year to update current play facilities citywide.   Environmental Services have identified the play area at Whittle Street for £30,000 - £40,000 improvements.   Section 106 money is also available to add to this.  CT will assist with consultations and publicise in local schools.
Another Section 106 project has been completed at Oakwood Park.   Joint work with Melanie Seacombe led to the building of a new play area, following consultations with local school children.   This opened about a month ago and CT noted 15 children there the Friday it opened.
VN stated that Salford had appointed a Section 106 Officer who is giving a presentation at the NM meeting next week.

5. The Green Directory
Am reported this lists every street where Environmental Services work and what they are supposed to be doing.
Action
· To have a themed meeting to go through this.
6. Street Cleaning/enforcement
Concern was expressed that no-one from the Enforcement side was here today and no update has been received from them.
LA participated in a walk about this morning at Armitage and noted that some areas needed cleaning.  RW related there were tesco trolleys in the Brindley Estate.  It was revealed that the new Tescos will have trolleys programmed so they cannot be taken outside the car park. 
PH pointed out street sweepers no longer came to Thorpe Street.  The problem was litter gathering around the gates at the end of the road due to the prevailing wind.
Action

· VN to follow up,
· AM to contact Tara Gott re: attending meeting to provide an update on her work.
7. Environmental Education update
Tom Jones should have reported on this, but was unable to attend.
VN referred to the good work of the Men’s group. They have been put in for a national award; results will be available in June.  There was an article in the advertiser and they have been CRB checked to facilitate work with young people.

Action

· AM to contact Tom Jones re: attending meeting to provide an update on his work.
8.  Little Hulton District Centre 
VN stated this has been a concern for some time.  Parking has become an issue since City West moved in.  It has improved since the car park was painted.  VN revealed a traffic warden had just been hit by someone parking outside City West housing.  LA considered the car park behind the library needs cleaning up.  Some of the spaces cannot be used due to glass on the floor.  VN has taken photos and passed to City West, now in the process of re-negotiating their contract.  Traffic wardens have been ticketing cars.  LA reported the open day is going ahead.  Permission has been requested for tables outside and feedback from Oakes is awaited.
9.  Any Other Business 

A request has been made to remove the disused Amblecote play area.

10  Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 11.6.09   1 – 3 pm
Venue: Peel Park pavilion
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