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REPORT OF URBAN VISION



TO THE LEAD MEMBERS FOR PLANNING AND FOR HOUSING


ON 2nd May 2006


TITLE: SALFORD CITY COUNCIL SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT:  PLANNING OBLIGATIONS: CONSULTATION DRAFT


RECOMMENDATIONS:


LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING:


That the draft of the supplementary planning document, “Planning Obligations”, the Sustainability Appraisal and the Consultation Statement and the Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) be approved for the purposes of consultation and the proposed consultation arrangements be approved.

And

That the summary report, “Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Guidance” be approved for consideration by Cabinet on 9th May 2006.

LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING:
That the reports be noted.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:


The Planning Obligations SPD sets out the City Council’s approach to planning obligations when considering planning applications for development in Salford.  It provides clarity to developers, development control officers, stakeholders and local residents regarding the basis on which planning obligations will be sought and will assist in securing both local and national objectives in respect of the provision of sustainable development across the City.


It is proposed that the draft SPD and associated documents be subject to public consultation during the period from Friday 19th  May to Thursday 29th June 2006, and that a summary report be considered by Cabinet on 9th May, prior to statutory consultation.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Scoping Report, Consultation responses received (Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Low

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:
The cost of preparing and printing the SPD and associated documents is the council’s revenue UDP budget.  

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by: 
Richard Lester

There are no significant legal implications. The documents have been prepared in accordance with statutory requirements.

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by:
Nigel Dickens

There are no significant financial implications.

PROPERTY (if applicable):

No implications

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):
No implications

	


CONTACT OFFICER:
Anthony Stephenson
0161 779 4841


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
All Wards


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:


Seven Pledges

Unitary Development Plan


DETAILS 

1
Introduction

1.1
The Local Development Scheme (LDS) identifies the production of a Supplementary Planning Document for Planning Obligations.  The purpose of the SPD is to provide clarity to developers, development control officers, stakeholders and local residents regarding the basis on which planning obligations will be sought.  This will ensure consistent and fair decision making.

1.2
In November 2005, Lead Member gave approval to consult on the scoping report for the sustainability appraisal that will accompany the Planning Obligations SPD.

2
Planning Obligations SPD

2.1 The POSPD will be a significant material consideration in the determination of planning applications and appeals.  It will also be conducive to a transparent and efficient planning process.

2.2 A number of consultation exercises, as detailed in the Consultation Statement, have informed the content of the Planning Obligations SPD.  
2.3 Urban Vision has been appointed to lead on the production of the Supplementary Planning Document and the accompanying Sustainability Appraisal.  

2.4 The proposed SPD will have lesser status than a DPD, but can be produced and adopted much quicker.

2.5 The proposed consultation draft of the document is attached for approval, together with a summary report for Cabinet to consider on 9th May 2006.  

2.6 Public consultation on the draft SPD is due to be completed in May to June 2006.  Final adoption is to be no later than December 2006.

3
Supporting Documents

3.1 When the draft supplementary planning document is published, it should be accompanied by a sustainability appraisal and by a statement setting out how the local planning authority has complied with the statement of community involvement or the minimum requirements of the Regulations.  A public notice must also be placed in a local newspaper.

3.2 Copies of the two documents are attached for approval.  A draft of the public notice is also attached for information.

4
Consultation Proposals

4.1 It is proposed that the draft SPD documents are subject to public consultation, from Friday 19th May to Thursday 29th June 2006.  

4.2 Statutory notice of the consultation will be published in a local newspaper.

4.3 Copies of the documents will be available for inspection on the council website, at Emerson House and at the Civic Centre. 

4.4 Interested parties would be able to freely download the document.  However, it is proposed that a copying charge be made to anyone, other than statutory consultees, who wishes the council to provide a hard copy.

4.5 Letters would be sent to a range of statutory consultees inviting comment.  The consultation statement includes a list of those consultees.

5
The Next Step

5.1 Any comments received by Cabinet will be considered prior to the commencement of statutory consultation.  All comments received by 4.30pm on 29th June in response to statutory consultation will be assessed.  A report will be prepared detailing, in respect of each comment received, changes made to the document, or reasons why no changes are proposed.

6
Conclusions 

6.1 The proposed SPD will provide clarity to developers, development control officers, stakeholders and local residents regarding the basis on which planning obligations will be sought.
6.2 It is recommended:
That the draft of the supplementary planning document, “Planning Obligations”, the Sustainability Appraisal, and the Consultation Statement and the EqIA be approved for the purposes of consultation and the proposed consultation arrangements be approved.
And

That the summary report, “Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Guidance” be approved for consideration by Cabinet on 9th May 2006.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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