	
	ITEM NO.



REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING

ON 12th DECEMBER 2005


TITLE:
Safer Routes To School Scheme – Lightoaks Infants And Junior School, Lightoaks Road, Claremont


RECOMMENDATIONS:
1.
That lead member gives approval to the implementation of the safer routes scheme as outlined below.





2. 
That authorisation be granted to advertise the appropriate Traffic Regulation Order.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The safer routes to school initiative seeks to identify the ‘hot spot’ areas in relation to the number of child pedestrian casualties across the city, and then treat the worst sites with traffic calming or speed management measures.  Lightoaks school has been identified as one of these sites and this report outlines the remedial measures that are being proposed.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Work file held in accident investigation unit.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Failure to address the accident record will have a major impact on both the quality of life for residents and our CPA score.

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Block 3 capital - estimated cost £41,000.

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : N/A
2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by : Steven Bayley
PROPERTY (if applicable):N/A

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):N/A

	


CLIENT CONSULTED:
YES


CONTACT OFFICER: SAMANTHA SENIOR (EXTENSION 3801)


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
CLAREMONT


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 
enhancing life in salford
Reducing the number of people killed or seriously injured on Salford’s roads.


DETAILS

1.0. Background

1.1. This site has been identified as part of the Safer Routes to School Initiative resulting from an analysis of child pedestrian casualty records from the period November 2001 to October 2004.

1.2. The collision investigation revealed that there have been 9 collisions involving children, 2 of which occurred during school journey times, resulting in 10 casualties along Lancaster Road, in the vicinity of Lightoaks Infant and Junior School, Claremont. All of these collisions resulted in slight injury with 4 involving pedestrians and 4 involving cyclists.

2.0 Report

2.1 It is proposed to implement red patches with “Children going to and from school” and “SLOW” markings on each approach to the school on Lightoaks Road, to make drivers aware of the school. Also as the school fronts onto Lancaster Road, it is proposed to implement red patches, to make drivers aware of the school crossing patrol.

2.2 To deter motorists from parking on the footway at Russell Road and Westgate Road, and also obscuring the view of pedestrians and making crossing difficult, it is intended to position bollards strategically along the kerb edge.

2.3 There is an existing pelican crossing on Lancaster Road, to reinforce this crossing it is intended to install a raised plateau and place the pelican crossing on top.

2.4 Waiting restrictions will be established, covering school start and finish times, at the junction of Russell Road, Brandon Road and Burnside Avenue to combat parking problems.

2.5 In addition to the above a variable message sign will be installed. This works by locking on and tracking any vehicle travelling excessively over the speed limit and then flashing their speed back to alert drivers. It has been decided that the variable message sign is to be deployed only on the northbound approach to the school (towards East Lancashire Road), as it is clearly visible in this direction.  The number of trees adjacent to the carriageway means that it is difficult to successfully locate a sign for vehicles travelling southbound.

2.6 In order to address congestion around the school at start and finish times due to parked cars around the school, the School Travel Plan Co-ordinator has visited the junior school to assist in developing their plan, and to promote other means of getting children to and from school.

2.7 A questionnaire was circulated to pupils and their parents at the school to help us identify what they felt were the main safety issues in the area around the school. The main issues highlighted were;

· Parents parking on the footway, in particular around the school entrance at the junction of Russell Road and Brandon Road also on Westgate Road.

· The speed of vehicles along Lancaster Road, from which access to the school is gained.

2.8 A further consultation was also completed with residents and businesses around the Lightoaks school area, with each receiving a letter outlining the proposals, a plan and a reply slip on which to register their support or otherwise for the scheme. A total of 141 letters were delivered and at the close of consultation on 31st October 2005 there had been 52 returns, with 47 (91%) in favour of the scheme and 5 (9%) against the scheme.

3.0
Recommendation
3.1
1.
That lead member gives approval to the implementation of the safer routes scheme as outlined above.

2. 
That authorisation be granted to advertise the appropriate Traffic Regulation Order.
Bill Taylor

Managing Director Urban Vision

