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REPORT OF STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 17 NOVEMBER 2009
TITLE:
BRIDGEWATER CANAL CORRIDOR MASTERPLAN
RECOMMENDATIONS:

That the Lead Member for Planning is recommended to:

1. Approve the draft masterplan for the Bridgewater Canal Corridor for public consultation.

2. Approve the timetable for consultation.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The Salford West Partnership Board set the Bridgewater Canal Corridor as its priority leisure project in its 2008/2011 action plan. In June 2009 URBED and Landscape Projects were appointed to develop the masterplan for the Bridgewater Canal Corridor. Following an extensive baseline analysis and consultation with relevant stakeholders, including the Salford West Partnership Board, the Bridgewater Canal Corridor Task Group are now looking to go out to public consultation on the draft masterplan.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)
KEY DECISION:
NO
DETAILS:
1.0 Background
1.1
The Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework highlights the Bridgewater Canal Corridor as 
one of the major underused assets in Salford 

West, comprising unique heritage of local, regional, national and international significance and the canal corridor is considered to have the 

potential to contribute significantly to the local visitor economy. It is however recognised that the corridor currently offers little to attract visitors or even regular local usage.

1.2 In June 2009 Salford City Council appointed URBED and Landscape 

Projects to develop the masterplan for the Bridgewater Canal Corridor.  The site follows the linear route of the canal from the border with Wigan, through Boothstown in the west to Barton in the east.  This includes the Bridgewater Canal, towpaths, Worsley Village, Worsley Delph, Worsley Woods (including Old Warke Dam), Patricroft Bridge and the Barton Aqueduct area to the border with Trafford. The site can be viewed in Annex A attached to this report. Wigan and Trafford Councils have been involved in developing the draft masterplan.

1.3 The purpose of the masterplan is to:

· Help shape development within the canal corridor and its environs;

· Identify areas of potential development and economic opportunity;

· Provide for the service needs, infrastructure and facilities;

· Identify the movement patterns for people on foot, bicycle, car and 
public transport and reconcile these with physical development 
opportunities; and
· Create a coherent design for gateways and key reception points.
1.4 An extensive baseline analysis has been undertaken to help shape the masterplan. This is available upon request. This involved detailed discussions and community walkabouts with key landowners, stakeholders, Elected Members and community representatives regarding opportunities, constraints and potential development plans. An extensive audit of the canal corridor has also been undertaken, including socio-economic analysis, land use, urban design and landscape analysis, public realm audit, ecological review, movement and connectivity and planning and development analysis. A stakeholder workshop was held on 23/09/09 to present the baseline and initial ideas for development of the canal corridor, giving stakeholders the opportunity to discuss and amend the draft proposals.
2.0 Draft masterplan
2.1
The draft masterplan has been developed in close collaboration with 

colleagues in Spatial Planning to ensure it is consistent with the principles 

of the emerging Local Development Framework. The masterplan focuses 

on the development of ‘Bridgewater Country’, incorporating 5 canalside 

‘villages:’ Boothstown, Worsley, Monton, Patricroft and Barton.

2.2
Boothstown: proposals for Boothstown focus on developing the wildlife 


and recreational role of the area. Improvements to Boothstown 


Marina, the towpaths, proactive vegetation management and opening up of 


sight lines over Chat Moss, recreational play areas and wildlife 


interpretation and trails are proposed for the area. Links to the Astley 


Green Mining Museum also need to be improved, with discussions ongoing 

with Wigan regarding extending the area of the Wigan Greenheart Regional 


Park to the Salford border.
2.3
Worsley: the ‘heritage star’. Worsley is classed as a water gateway, 

acknowledging the traffic and parking constraints that exist within Worsley. Access to Worsley will primarily be via boat trips. Visitors will have the opportunity to navigate into the Delph basin via boat, disembark and spend time walking, shopping or eating in Worsley Village and Woods. Visitors will also be able to experience the iconic Worsley Delph via multimedia interpretation, before returning via boat to their embarkation point.   
2.4
Monton: ‘country in the city’.  An opportunity exists in Monton to create and 


develop a ‘green’ lung in the city through improvements to Dukes Drive 
and 

the wider network of paths. A potential new marina at Monton, along with 

Chandlery and cafe / visitor information point would address boating 
capacity 

constraints along the Salford stretch of the canal and provide a 

focal point for activities, linking in with the existing restaurants, cafes and 

bars in the area to greatly enhance the amenity and visitor value of the 

area. 
2.5
Patricroft: proposals for the Patricroft area are being developed through 


the Patricroft Bridge Masterplan, which focuses on the area from the M602 

to Patricroft. Proposals for this area focus on the development of 

a mixed-use neighbourhood, incorporating family housing and apartments 

alongside employment uses. The masterplan proposes consolidating some 

of the existing industrial uses in the area and attracting retail and leisure 

employment (cafes, pubs, resturants) to service local residents and visitors 

to the canal. The industrial history of the area will be brought to life through 

multi-media interpretation.
2.6
Barton: the ‘international gateway’. The masterplan proposes that 

alongside improvements to Barton Swing Aqueduct itself, a visitor centre 

with panoramic views of the Bridgewater and Manchester Ship Canal be 

built on the Trafford side of the Aqueduct. Development land is not as 

tightly constrained on the Trafford side of the border and the proposal 

would link in with expansion of the Trafford Centre and take advantage of 

the proposed water taxis from Manchester city centre to the Trafford 

Centre. The pocket park and interpretation on the Barton side would be 


improved for both residents and visitors.
3.0 Consultation timetable
3.1
It is proposed to consult on the masterplan over an 8 week period from 

November to January. This will include a range of methods including 


information on the council’s web pages and in a leaflet, a short 


questionnaire, mailshot to stakeholders, public, private and community 


representatives, presentations to Community Committees, exhibitions and 


tailored school consultations. The proposed schedule of consultation is set 

out below:


Staffed Exhibitions / Events
· 24th November 2009 – Eccles Community Committee

· 5th December 2009 – Worsley Methodist Church Hall
· 19th December 2009 – Community Shop, Eccles Precinct

· 9th January 2010 -  Stansfield Centre, Boothstown 

· 9th January 2010 – Bridgewater Mill, Patricroft
· w/c 12th January 2010 – Eccles Bridgewater Advisory Group

· 12th January 2010 – Worsley & Boothstown Community Committee

· 16th January 2010 – Monton Village

Unstaffed Exhibitions 
· 18th December 2009 – Community Shop, Eccles Precinct

· 12th & 13th January 2010 – Worsley Library

· 14th & 15th January 2010 – Unitarian Church Hall, Monton

Schools Consultations

· St. George’s Roman Catholic High School - tbc

· St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic High School – tbc
· Wentworth High School - tbc

· Moorside High School - tbc
4.0 Masterplan timetable 

4.1
The following table sets out the timetable for consultation on and approval of the masterplan. 
	Forum
	Purpose
	Timetable

	
	
	

	Lead Member for Planning
	Agreement to go out to public consultation
	17th November 2009

	Public consultation
	Comments on draft masterplan
	24th November – 19th January 2010

	Salford West Partnership Board
	Summary of consultations
	13th January 2010

	Leader’s Briefing
	Comment on final masterplan
	8th March 2010

	Regeneration Initiatives Cabinet Working Group
	Comment on final masterplan
	March 2010 - tbc

	Formal Lead Member for Planning
	Approval of final masterplan
	6th April 2010


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
· Salford City Council Unitary Development Plan, 2004 – 2016

· Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS:- 
Public consultations will take place across a number of venues and wards and will be fully accessible to all.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Medium – without Lead Member approval we will be unable to go out to public consultation on the draft masterplan. This would have negative publicity consequences for the council given the momentum and publicity that development of the masterplan has generated. 
SOURCE OF FUNDING:
The masterplan is costing £25,000 to develop. Funding is through the Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework budget for 2009/10, which was approved by Salford City Council in February 2009.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:
Contact Officer and Extension No.: Richard Lester  Ext 2129

Date Consulted:  5th October 2009
Comments:  

The masterplan will not be a statutory document and therefore does not require to be consulted on in a particular way, or at all. However, the consultations to date, and those proposed, should make it robust and increase the weight to be attached to it as a material planning document.

The masterplan may lead to issues around third parties' interests in land. Those would have to be addressed as and when they arise.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Contact Officer and Extension No.: Stephen Bayley  Ext 2584
Date Consulted: 29th September 2009
Comments: 
There are no financial concerns regarding this report.
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: 
· Environment 

· Community, Health and Social Care
CONTACT OFFICER:
Paul Gill
TEL. NO.
Ext. 2207
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
Barton, Boothstown and Ellenbrook, Eccles, Winton and Worsley.
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Annex A – Bridgewater Canal Corridor Masterplan site area
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