ONTARIO BASIN

Note for Lead member 12TH JUNE 2006

· The site of the former Salford Quays Project Office at Ontario Basin has been identified as a key site for disposal in this year’s capital receipt programme.

· It is intended that the site should be disposed of at the same time as the adjoining car park that is owned by Beefeater, providing a more attractive and useable development site.

· A draft brief has been produced to guide those bidding for the site.

· The key outstanding issue to be agreed within the brief is the appropriate mix of uses on the site.

· The site lies within the Salford Quays mixed-use area as identified in Policy MX1/3 of the soon to be adopted Draft UDP.

· Without specific guidance, bids for the site may be made on the assumption that a single use residential development would be acceptable.

· It is considered appropriate that a mix of uses should be sought on the site. The brief could express this in a relatively general manner, for example by stating that there should be a significant proportion of non-residential uses within any development, although it may be appropriate for housing to account for a majority of the total floorspace. Alternatively, a specific maximum proportion of residential floorspace could be stated, although this may significantly constrain the design options for any scheme.

· A conclusion on this matter needs to be reached urgently if the site is to be disposed of and the receipt secured before the end of the financial year.

David Percival
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