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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING & PLANNING



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2004


TITLE :
TRAFFIC CALMING PROPOSALS -  CAPTAIN FOLD ROAD / OLD LANE

RECOMMENDATIONS :
APPROVAL BE GIVEN TO ADVERTISE THE TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS IN SUPPORT OF TRAFFIC CALMING PROPOSALS FOR THE  LITTLE HULTON AREA.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :
THIS REPORT GIVES DETAILS OF TRAFFIC CALMING PROPOSALS ON CAPTAIN FOLD ROAD AND THE RESULTS OF THE CONSULTATION EXERCISE WITH WARD COUNCILLORS, RESIDENTS AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : REPORT TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT UNIT (28/07/04)                                                                                                                                      

                                                    WORKING FILES IN TRAFFIC & TRANSPORTATION SECTION.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
              LOW

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
 DEPARTMENT for TRANSPORT GRANT FUNDED

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
 N/A 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
 N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER :
            PAUL CARTER


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):    LITTLE HULTON


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
ASSISTS IN THE DRIVE TOWARDS CASUALTY REDUCTION IN SALFORD


DETAILS:
The report details traffic calming proposals for the Captain Fold Road / Old Lane area of Little Hulton.

1. As part of the Neighbourhood Road Safety Initiative traffic calming schemes are being considered for areas where it is believed they will reduce the number and severity of accidents involving children. A detailed analysis of accident records has revealed that Captain Fold Road / Old Lane is one area where such a scheme would be beneficial.
2. The accident record for the assessment period from 01/04/00 to 31/03/03 reveals the following:-

Number of accidents = 16

Number of casualties = 25

The majority of accidents involve slight injuries with 15 of the 16 falling into this category, the remaining accident resulting in serious injury.

Of the 16 accidents, 9 occurred on Captain Fold Road with the remaining 7 being on Old Lane, these 2 roads act as the main distributor road through the area and create a continuous route that accesses from Manchester Road West at one end to Cleggs Lane at the other.

A total of 7 out of the 16 accidents involve pedestrians (5 child pedestrians) and a further 3 involve cyclists. 4 accidents occurred at the bends on Captain Fold Road.

Neither wet road nor dark conditions are of any significance with 4/16 in the wet and 3/16 in the dark.
The environment created by Captain Fold Road and Old Lane is one of a wide, straight road that encourages high vehicle speed and there is a need to slow speeds down.
3. To address this problem it is proposed to introduce the following: - 

· 20mph Zone, with 20mph roundels with red zebraflex surfacing together with associated signage to the entrances of the scheme.

· 5 Junction Plateaux, 75mm high kerb to kerb, 1:15 ramps, 6.5m (min) on flat top.

· 2 No. Flat Top Plateaux, 75mm high, kerb to kerb, 1:15, 6.5m (min) on flat top.

· 5 No. Round Top Humps, 75mm high, tapered ends, 3.4m long.

· 12 sets of Speed Cushions, 75mm high, 3m long, 1:10 ramps, 1:4 side ramps, width of cushions to be 1.7m with 1.0m central gap.

· 3 sets of Pinch Points, 3m long, build outs to allow a 3.75m gap.

4. It is anticipated that these measures will lead to reduced vehicle speeds and create a safer environment for local residents, particularly vulnerable road users such as children and elderly people, etc. The enclosed plan no. TT/PC/NRSI/LH1 illustrates the scheme layout.
5. Consultation in the form of leaflet and questionnaires have been carried out, with local residents in the area regarding the proposed traffic calming scheme and the overall response to the proposals was positive with the majority of respondents (94%) in favour of the scheme.

6. Of the residents in favour of the scheme there were some concerns regarding an increase in speeds within the estate itself. These concerns have been investigated and actions / alterations have been taken to extend the traffic calming into Upland Drive, Gorse Drive & Bank Lane which link Captain Fold Road & Old Lane.

7. The small number of residents who were not in favour of the scheme gave comments regarding the ineffectiveness of traffic calming and felt that the funds could be better spent on policing the area. The results from similar traffic calming schemes have proven very effective with significantly reduced speeds and accidents.

8. The Strategic Director of Housing & Planning recommends that the contents of this report be noted and approval be given to proceed with advertising the required traffic Orders to introduce a 20mph speed limit and traffic calming measures in the Captain Fold Road / Old Lane area.

Estimated Cost

Approximately £90,000 from Department for Transport grant funding.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing & Planning

