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REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION PARTNERSHIP LIMITED



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 30th January 2006


TITLE : MONTON ROAD/ HALF EDGE LANE, ECCLES – SPEED MANAGEMENT MEASURES


RECOMMENDATIONS :
The Managing Director of Urban Vision recommends that approval to the scheme outlined in section 4, at a cost of £234,000 from the local safety scheme element of the Block 3 transport capital programme be approved and that the City Solicitor be authorised to advertise the intention to implement the traffic calming measures.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :
    Analysis of the collision records for the length of Monton Road and Half Edge Lane have revealed a high number of collisions, a number involving vulnerable road users. The aim of this scheme proposes the introduction of a number of traffic calming/ management features along the route in order to reduce vehicle speeds and consequently to reduce the number of casualties.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :
Workfile held in Emerson House

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
LOW

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING: The Scheme is estimated to cost £234,000 to be funded from the local safety schemes allocation of the block 3 transport capital programme 2006/07.

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : N/A

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by : Steve Bayley

PROPERTY (if applicable):
N/A

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):
N/A

	


CLIENT CONSULTED: YES


CONTACT OFFICER : ANDY DEVINE  tel 779 4859


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): ECCLES


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
ENHANCING LIFE IN SALFORD

Reducing the number of people killed or seriously injured on Salford’s roads.

DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The site first came to prominence as a result of a collision search from the period January 1992 to December 1994 that revealed there had been 30 personal injury collisions resulting in 42 casualties along the length of Monton Road, Eccles between Hawthorn Avenue and Albert Road. All the collisions resulted in slight injury with 6 involving pedestrians, 14 in wet conditions and 7 in the dark. A number of improvements took place that included the implementation of 2 pelican crossings to assist pedestrians across Monton Road.

2.0 BACKGROUND
2.1
The earlier scheme was successful in treating the collisions identified in 1995, however a more recent search has revealed that the collision type has changed. Analysis of the collisions reveals that along the same route 19 have occurred resulting in 32 casualties during the 3 years January 2001 to December 2003. Of this total 15 involved slight injury, with the remaining 4 serious injury, 5 occurred in wet road conditions and 7 of the 19 in the dark.

2.2
Pedestrian collisions totalled 4 with 2 involving children (both slight) and the remaining 2 adults both serious. 2 involved motorcycles (1 serious, 1 slight) and 3 others involved pedal cycles all resulting in slight injury. The most alarming trend that was highlighted was an increase in the number of collisions during 2002, with the number rising from 5 in 2001 to 9 in 2002. Of these 4 involved pedestrians and a further 2 collisions involved pedal cyclists.

2.3 Vehicle flow and speed data from 2003 reveals that the 2-way am peak hour has a flow of 1652 (1168 Manchester-bound 484 Swinton-bound) of which 3 were buses and 26 HGV’s. The pm peak hour records a flow of 1400 vehicles (475 Manchester-bound and 925 Swinton-bound) with 12 buses and 16 HGV’s. The 85%ile speeds during the peak hours is 30.5mph, however outside the peak hours this figure rises to >34mph.
3.0 CONSULTATION

3.1 A proposal was originally designed that implemented traffic calming on the length of Monton Road from Monton Green to Wellington Road. The traffic calming is sympathetic to the existing carriageway lay-out and the fact it is a bus route (although not an abnormal load route).
3.2 This initial proposal went out to emergency service, bus operator and public consultation, then in January 2005, questionnaires were delivered to those properties fronting Monton Road and also those culs de sac taking direct access from Monton Road. Approaches were initially made to the Eccles ward councillors, Monton Village Community Association and Ellesmere Park Residents Association, however the second consultation in September 2005 extended to include residents living on the section of Half Edge Lane from Wellington Road to Clarendon Road, a number of roads off Half Edge Lane, the residential area in the vicinity of Clarendon Road and additionally the Clarendon Road Residents Association with final approval to the scheme from the Eccles Community Committee.

3.3 The results of the initial consultation revealed that 2/3rds of those replying were in favour of the scheme, although many made comments that have been incorporated into the design wherever road safety has not been compromised. Further comments from the expanded second consultation have also been included where feasible.

4.0 PROPOSAL

4.1 The scheme has evolved as a result of feedback received from both consultations and also continual dialogue with the various resident associations, to include the following elements that are also detailed on plan T1187/10 :-

· New road markings are to be introduced on the Rocky Lane approach to the Monton Green roundabout directing vehicles left in the left hand lane and straight across from the right hand lane, the entrance to Monton itself is to be narrowed slightly by building out the footway to reduce the speed of vehicles exiting the roundabout,
· The centre of the village is to contain 2 raised plateaux (finished in an ‘imprinted’ red pavior effect) to reinforce the existing pelican crossings. In order to improve the skid resistance on the approaches to the crossings the road surface is to be re-textured in preference to conventional buff coloured high friction surfacing and also to drive home the pedestrian friendly nature of the shopping centre,
· A puffin crossing on a raised plateau is proposed for inclusion on the section between Monton Avenue and Stafford Road, to assist children crossing on their journey to nearby schools and Eccles college as well as assisting the elderly as there are a number of sheltered housing units nearby. At this location however, it is proposed that a colour contrasting high friction surface be implemented on either approach to the crossing as this is outside the village centre and also to enhance conspicuity for drivers approaching the newly installed crossing,
· Access to the new development close to Monton Avenue has been accounted for in scheme design,
· As the collision data also highlighted the high number of collisions between Wellington Road and Cavendish Road occurring in the dark (5/9) investigation revealed that the illumination from the high pressure sodium lighting columns is being diffused by badly overgrown foliage, it is recommended that judicious pruning of foliage along this length take place to improve illumination levels,
· The lay-out of the Monton Road/ Wellington Road junction is currently ‘give way’ with priority along Monton Road and it is proposed to amend the geometry slightly by tightening the radii that currently allow vehicles sweeping manoeuvres through the junction and to include footway build-outs to provide some degree of deflection for the mini-roundabout that is proposed for this junction. There will also be a splitter island situated on Monton Road that narrows the carriageway for vehicles travelling in a westerly direction towards Monton and slows them down,
· The original proposal ended here, however the first consultation feedback indicated a desire for the scheme to continue beyond the junction with Wellington Road to the junction with Clarendon Road and having inspected the collision history of this section it has been agreed that the scheme should be extended to include this length,
· This includes a proposal for a mini-roundabout at the junction of Half Edge Lane and Albert Road to replace the existing ‘give way’ operation,
· The amendments also include raising the zebra crossing on Half Edge Lane, west of Clarendon Road by placing it on a plateau to act as a start feature for the scheme at its eastern end and improving the crossings street furniture (internally illuminated poles) to enhance the conspicuity for drivers,
· Following consultation with Clarendon Road residents agreement has been reached on implementing traffic calming measures on Clarendon Road in an attempt to deter motorists from transferring onto this route in an attempt to avoid what is already a heavily used route in the peak hours and a road that contains a number of nurseries as well as a primary school.
4.2 It is anticipated that the highway work will form phase 1 of a 2 phase programme, as there are also proposals to enhance the streetscene of the village that will upgrade the condition of the footways by implementing high quality paving and street furniture. The highway scheme will look to employ the same street furniture wherever it has been identified that bollards etc need replacing so as to tie-in with these proposals. If approved, phase 1 is anticipated to start in late Spring 2006, with phase 2 commencing later on.

4.3 A number of ‘before’ volumetric and speed surveys have taken place on Monton Road, Half Edge Lane and a number of adjacent roads and a similar monitoring exercise will, as a matter of course, take place after scheme implementation to determine its effectiveness.

4.4 An economic assessment of the scheme has taken place and with costs estimated to be £234,000 and expected casualty savings to be in the region of 3.68, the first year rate of return will be 119%.

5.0 RECOMMENDATION

5.1
The Managing Director of Urban Vision recommends that approval to the scheme outlined in section 4, at a cost of £234,000 from the local safety scheme element of the Block 3 transport capital programme 2006/07 be approved and that the City Solicitor be authorised to advertise the intention to implement the traffic calming measures.
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