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Report of the Planning Sub Group


TITLE:  
Feedback from the meeting held on Monday 24 September 2007.

Recommendations:
-
1. See recommendations from meeting held on Monday 30 April.  20th Century Association were invited to this meeting.
2. Core Strategy to be fed into policy days which will be open to all members
3. Officers from Planning and Development to provide an update on the Core Strategy, date to be agreed.

4. Scrutiny Support to organise a visit to Persimmon Homes in Irlam for early November 2007.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report informs Members of the matters considered by the Planning Sub Group on 24 September 2007. Issues considered were:-
· English Heritage 
· Core Strategy.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Reports to Scrutiny can be found on SOLAR 

CONTACT OFFICER:  Jenna Lancaster, Scrutiny Support Assistant.


Tel: 793 3538   E-mail: jenna.lancaster@salford.gov.uk

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
    


DETAILS
Issues considered

English Heritage.

Officers from English Heritage and Salford City Council attended the meeting to explain the policy on listed buildings in conservation areas, 1920’s buildings and extensions and how the city council work in partnership with English Heritage
The following points were raised in the discussion:-
· Grade II buildings are decided by the council

· Each scenario is dealt with case by case

· Public are not given the opportunity to be involved with English Heritage

· Members felt that there is a need for expert advice from English Heritage when important decisions are being made as the planning panel make the final decision.
· Officers from English Heritage have been advised by their Regional Director not to attend council committees, it was felt this may be due to a high caseload.  Anna Boxer will clarify the reason behind this and get back to members.

· English Heritage hold an important applications review meeting on a fortnightly basis  which gives the opportunity for officers to get a wider view on different work being carried out.
· People in the surrounding area of a building, are consulted regarding any changes being made.

· If a building was to be de-listed there would be a need of a significant change for this to happen.

· Conservation areas are the responsibility of Local Authorities, listings are the responsibility of English Heritage

· English Heritage feel there is a need to review listed buildings in Salford as there are some buildings of great quality that are not listed.
Core Strategy

The core strategy is the most important planning document which will be in place until 2026 and is part of the regional development plan.
The following issues were raised and members asked that they are considered when compiling the report:

· Salford does not have a city centre and places in Salford do not connect with each other.
· What is affordable housing?  The needs assessment suggests that 30% of new dwellings should be affordable
· Employment – Employment land allocations.  Do we want to release Greenfield land on the edge of the urban area or existing suburban employment areas for housing development?

· There is a need to look at facilities in neighbourhoods to bring people together

· The document needs to take into account housing for older people

· Apartments are not big enough for disabled people, there is a need for greater choice
Members asked that the Core Strategy is fed into policy days which will be open to all members.
The document will go out for consultation  in February 2008.
Work Programme
Members agreed that officers from other authorities are invited to the meeting being held on 9 October to discuss flooding.
Cabe will be invited to the meeting on Tuesday 20 November to discuss the Design SPD.  A visit will also be arranged to Persimmon in Irlam a week prior to the meeting.
The Housing Needs and Demand Study is now on the work programme for December
Next Meeting.
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 9 October at 10am in a committee room.
***
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