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Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel - 30th June 2011


PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION REGULATORY PANEL
SPECIAL MEETING

      30th  June, 2011  


Meeting commenced:
  9.35 a.m.
“
adjourned:
11.05 a.m

“
re-convened: 
11.10 a.m.
“  
ended:
12.20 p.m.

 fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor Clague - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, K. Garrido, Heywood, Kean, Ord, L. Turner, 


G. Wilson and R. Wilson
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillors Lea and Owen

16.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors McIntyre, Mold, Potter and Tope and Mr. J. Wheelton.
17.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

18.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

RESOLVED:  THAT the minutes of the Special Meeting of the Planning & Transportation Regulatory Panel, held on 25th May, 2011, be approved as a correct record.

19.
WILLIAM SINCLAIR HORTICULTURE LTD, CHAT MOSS PEAT WORKS, LAND
NORTH WEST OF TWELVE YARD ROAD, IRLAM:-
10/58824/FULEIA – VARIATION OF CONDITION 1 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 91/28449/FUL TO ALLOW THE EXTRACTION OF PEAT UNTIL 31ST DECEMBER 2025 WITH RESTORATION TO BE COMPLETED BY 31ST DECEMBER 2027
10/58825/FULEIA – VARIATION OF CONDITION 2 AND 9 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 97/37333/FUL TO ALLOW THE EXTRACTION OF PEAT UNTIL 31ST DECEMBER 2025 WITH RESTORATION TO BE COMPLETED BY 31ST DECEMBER 2027, AND TO AMEND THE WORKING HOURS TO 07:00-19:00

10/58826/FULEIA – VARIATION OF CONDITION 1 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 91/28450/FUL TO ALLOW THE EXTRACTION OF PEAT UNTIL 31ST DECEMBER 2025 WITH RESTORATION TO BE COMPLETED BY 31ST DECEMBER 2027

(Full details of the matters referred to in this Minute are contained in the report of the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration, as amended, in the supplementary report).

RESOLVED: (1) THAT planning permission be refused in respect of all three of the above applications for the reasons stated below:-

(a) The development which comprises the loss of a carbon sink will lead to significant carbon dioxide emissions from oxidisation of peat removed as part of the proposal.  No mitigation has been provided within the application to address this issue nor could such mitigation be reasonably conditioned.  In view of this, the proposal is contrary to the spirit and intentions of national, regional and local policy with respect to climate change and in particular PPS1 and the supplement; Planning and Climate Change that seek to limit carbon dioxide emissions.

(b) The proposal has the potential to have a significant impact on the ecology of the adjacent Twelve Yards Road SBI and water vole habitat.  Insufficient information has been provided within the ES to assess the application in relation to the ecological effects of the development in view of this the proposal is contrary to PPS9, MPS2, policies DP7 and EM1 and EM1(B) of the Regional Spatial Strategy and policies EN8, EN11 and ST13 of the City of Salford Unitary Development Plan.
(c) The proposal has the potential to have significant impacts on the hydrology and hydrogeology of the adjacent Twelve Yards Road SBI.  Insufficient information has been provided within the ES to assess the application in relation to the hydrological and hydro-geological impacts of the development in view of this the proposal is contrary to PPS9, MPS2, policies DP7 and EM1 and EM1(B) of the Regional Spatial Strategy and policies EN8, EN11 and ST13 of the City of Salford Unitary Development Plan.

(d) The applicant has failed to demonstrate that the site can be successfully restored to a lowland bogland habitat following the continued extraction of peat, and as such it is considered that the proposed development would lead to irretrievable damage to the peat substrate which presently meets the criteria of an Annex 1 habitat.  In view of this the proposal is contrary to PPS9, MPS2, policies DP7 and EM1 and EM1(B) of the Regional Spatial Strategy and policies M2, EN8, EN11 and ST13 of the City of Salford Unitary Development Plan.


(2) THAT a report in respect of the relevant aspects of the Natural Environment White Paper be submitted for consideration at a future meeting of the Panel.
20.
URGENT BUSINESS
The Chair agreed that the following items be considered as a matter of urgency due to the special circumstances which required the panel to make a decision to allow the Council to take a particular action as indicated below.

21. 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in the Paragraph 5 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act, as amended.

22. 
CHAT MOSS PEAT WORKS, LAND NORTH WEST OF TWELVE YARDS 
ROAD, IRLAM

The Panel gave consideration to a report of the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration, which outlined the potential enforcement routes available to the Council to prevent peat extraction at the above sites, should it be necessary and expedient to do so following the refusal of the s.73 applications.

Members gave detailed consideration to the issues raised in the report.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Panel reaffirms its decision contained in Minute 15 of the meeting held on 16th June, 2011, giving the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration authority to instigate the issue of proceedings for the service of an injunction to prevent the further winning and working of peat, at the Chat Moss Peat Works.



(2) THAT the Panel in the alternative or in addition to (1) above, as advised by Counsel, authorises the service of Enforcement Notices and Stop Notices under the provisions set out in the Town & Country Planning Act 1990.
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