STANDARDS  COMMITTEE
31st August, 2011

Meeting commenced:    
9.00 a.m.
"
finished:
10.00 a.m.
PRESENT:



Councillors K. Garrido, Murphy, and L. Turner


Independent Member – Mr. D. Tighe, Mr. J. Place





1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor E Burgoyne and Councillor Cullen and Mrs. A. Roberts Independent Member. 
2.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2011/12

RESOLVED: THAT Mr. D. Tighe be appointed Chair of the Standards Committee for the Municipal Year 2011/12.

Mr. D. Tighe took the Chair. 

3.
DEPUTY CHAIR FOR 2011/12

That the matter be deferred.
4.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7TH JUNE 2010 

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th June 2010 were approved as a correct record.
5.
NEW CONDUCT FOR ELECTED MEMBERS

The Monitoring Officer reported in the light of the Localism Bill currently making its way through the Parliamentary process, the position relating to codes conduct of and the roles of Standards Committees had not yet been determined for the future.  

It was reported that until statute changed the council’s position, the existing Code of Conduct would remain in place. 

He also reported that the Council Constitution was being reviewed and work was also being done at an Association of Greater Manchester level try and develop a common Code of Conduct for the 10 districts of Greater Manchester. 

 Reference was also made to the current status and position of the Standards Board for England in relation to any matter which the Standards Committee of this body may wish to refer to them for consideration. 

 It was reported that the Standards Board for England was that it was still in existence but was not taking or handling any further complaints at this moment in time pending the implementation of the Localism Bill.  

Members of the Standards Committee agreed to wait for further statutory information in relation to the Code of Conducts and the Localism Bill before considering any further action.  


RESOLVED:  THAT the matter be noted and further reports be submitted in due course 
6.
IMPLICATIONS OF THE LOCALISM BILL

Following consideration of the above mentioned item Members gave further consideration to potential issues that could arise out of the implementation of the Localism Bill by HM Government.  Specific reference was made to:

· The protocols for the Standard Committee process

· Any new reporting processes and procedures that may be required 

· The power and sanctions in relation to Local Standards Committee should the Standards Board for England no longer operate.  
· Future opportunities to collaborate with other Greater Manchester Authorities to have a common framework for assessment and investigation processes working within the parameters of a common Code of Conduct.  
RESOLVED : THAT the matter be noted and further information be provided for consideration by the Standards Committee. 
7.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business in accordance with Paragraph 1 of schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that information contained would reveal information pertaining to an individual and the Committee has deemed it is not in the public interest for this information to be considered in public.

8.
REPORT BACK ON INVESTIGATIONS 


The Monitoring Officer reported to the committee on the outcome of investigations which had been considered by members of the investigations panel.


RESOLVED: That the reports be accepted and the actions of the panel be implemented 
R:\status\working\admin\omin\sc310811.doc

