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REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING
TO COUNCIL ON 20 JANUARY 2010
TITLE:
REVISIONS TO STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
RECOMMENDATION: That the revised Statement of Community Involvement be approved for adoption.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The City Council’s current Statement of Community Involvement was adopted in March 2008. Since then, a number of changes have been made to the regulations governing the production of Local Development Documents. As a result, the Statement of Community Involvement needs to be updated to ensure consistency with the new regulations. 
A consultation has been undertaken on a number of proposed factual changes to the Statement of Community Involvement. Forty-nine responses have been received in response to the consultation, including statements of support for the proposed changes or suggested further factual amendments. Some suggested further changes have been made to the document as a result of the consultation and an updated Statement of Community Involvement is now recommended for adoption.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 

(Available for public inspection)
Letters received in response to the consultation period held between Friday 17th July and Thursday 27th August 2009.
KEY DECISION:
NO 
DETAILS:
1.1 The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out the standards to be adopted by the city council for engaging the community and key stakeholders in the plan-making process and in the determination of planning applications. Its main aim is to achieve greater public involvement in these processes.
1.2 The current Statement of Community Involvement was adopted in March 2008. Since then, there have been a number of changes to the regulations governing the procedure by which Local Development Documents are produced. 

1.3
For this reason, it is considered necessary to update the Statement of Community Involvement so that it is consistent with the new regulations. Production of Development Plan Documents such as the Core Strategy will need to be consistent with the revised Statement, as this is one of the tests of soundness that form part of the examination process. The proposed changes are limited to necessary procedural changes and do not amend in any way the nature of community involvement and consultation as set out in the original Statement of Community Involvement. 

1.4 On the advice of Government Office North West these changes are being made through a formal revision to the document. Cabinet at its meeting on 23 June 2009 authorised consultation on proposed amendments to the Statement of Community Involvement and consultation on the proposed amendments was undertaken between Friday 17th July and Thursday 27th August 2009. As part of this consultation, proposed changes to the Statement of Community Involvement were brought to the attention of statutory consultees and a letter was sent to all those who had previously expressed an interest in the Statement of Community Involvement or who were involved in the production of the last document, giving details of where relevant documents could be inspected and how comments on the proposed changes could be submitted.

1.5 A total of forty-nine responses from sixteen consultees were received as a result of the consultation. A full schedule of comments received and the recommended response to them is set out in Annex 1 to this report.  Of the forty-nine responses, ten were statements of support that required no changes to the document.  A further twenty-nine requested other minor factual amendments to be made to the document. 
1.6 The most extensive response came from the Local Strategic Partnership who suggested that the Statement of Community Involvement be updated to reflect a number of changes to the Community Plan, in particular the fact that the Sustainable Community Strategy has now superseded the Community Plan. The suggested changes were again factual in nature and did not amend the nature of community involvement and consultation as set out in the original Statement of Community Involvement. These suggested changes have largely been incorporated into the revised document.
1.7
Both the Highways Agency and Network Rail have submitted objections to the fact that they have been deleted from the consultee list.  Their removal from the list is specifically required by the amended regulations which removes them and replaces them with the Secretary of State for Transport.  The amended consultee list now refers to “Secretary of State for Transport in relation to the Secretary of State’s functions concerning railways by virtue of Section 1 of the Railways Act 2005 and the Secretary of State’s function as highway authority by virtue of Section 1 of the Highways Act 1980.” As both the Highways Agency and Network Rail are under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of State for Transport they will still be consulted on documents but the revised regulations require the city council to amend the consultee list as proposed and therefore the Statement of Community Involvement has not been amended as a result of these particular objections.
1.8 A small number of additional factual updates to the Statement of Community Involvement are also proposed, which were not specifically raised during the public consultation but which are nevertheless considered to be necessary. They are:

· The Lower Broughton Best Practice example given in paragraph 2.21 of the original document (renumbered 2.24 in the revised document) has been updated to reflect progress with the regeneration of the area

· Table 3.2 (Proposed Methods of Community Involvement) has been amended to remove specific reference to Language Line translators, as alternative translation services are now in place. The section within the table dealing with letters or e-mails following submission has also been updated to refer to ‘Letters or emails following publication/submission’

· Paragraph 5.4  has been amended to indicate that any future review of the Statement of Community Involvement will follow the procedures set out within the regulations 
· References within the Glossary (Appendix A to the SCI) to ‘Development Plan Document’ and ‘Supplementary Planning Document’, have been updated to refer to (public) ‘examination’ rather than “inquiry”
· Reference within the Glossary to ‘Written Representations Examination’ has been amended to refer only to Development Plan Documents (DPDs) as written representation examinations are no longer required for Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) or the SCI.
1.9 The updated Statement of Community Involvement is attached in Annex 2 to this report.
2.0
Recommendation
2.1
It is recommended that the revised Statement of Community Involvement is approved for adoption.
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: The Statement of Community Involvement will guide how consultation takes place on all documents forming part of Salford’s Local Development Framework.
COMMUNITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS 
The Statement of Community Involvement sets out the standards to be adopted by the city council for engaging the community and key stakeholders in the plan-making process and in the determination of planning applications. Its main aim is to achieve greater public involvement for all groups, including those who tend to be hard to reach, such as minority ethnic and faith groups.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Low
SOURCE OF FUNDING:  N/A
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Supplied by Richard Lester (Ext 2129)    
The statutory procedure is being observed. Like any decision of a public body, the decision to adopt the revised SCI would be susceptible to challenge in the High Court on grounds of irregularity, although there is no reason to suppose that this is likely to occur in this case.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Supplied by Stephen Bayley (Ext 2584)
There are no concerns with this report from a financial perspective.
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: N/A
CONTACT OFFICER: 
Deborah Baker
TEL. NO. 793 3106
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All
ANNEX 1
Responses to Proposed Amendments

July 2009

ANNEX 2
Statement of Community Involvement

Proposed for Adoption 18 November 2009
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