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	REPORT OF SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION SCRUTINY


	TO THE SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION SCRUTINY 

ON MONDAY 7th DECEMBER


	TITLE:
 FEEDBACK FROM  MEETING ON 2nd  NOVEMBER 2009



	RECOMMENDATIONS: Members asked for a further report on section 106 agreements in 12 months time.

Members also asked for an update on progress on the CRC  Energy Efficiency Scheme.

 

	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: This report reviews the matters considered by strategy & Regeneration Scrutiny.

  Issues considered on 5th October:-

1. Section 106 planning obligations
2. Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC) 


	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Reports to strategy & Regeneration Scrutiny 
are published on SOLAR
(Available for public inspection)



	KEY DECISION:
NO 



	DETAILS:




	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Risk Management & Climate Change


	EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS:



	ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Not applicable


	SOURCE OF FUNDING: Not applicable


	LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by
Not applicable


	FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 


	OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED:



	CONTACT OFFICER: 
Peter Kidd, Scrutiny Support 
TEL. NO. 793 3322


	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  ALL WARDS



DETAILS 

1. Section 106  Agreements

Tony Melia, Principal Planner Planning Obligations and Mike Arnold, Group Leader - Planning Regeneration attended to deliver a presentation on the improved process for securing Section 106 agreements. The process is more transparent and will be monitored via a new computerised system.
Members raised several issues. 

They were pleased to hear that the new monitoring system will, in the near future, produce detailed informative reports that members can have access to. 

Members were encouraged by the improvements to the process and were particularly pleased to hear that efforts would be made to ensure that the use of 106 monies will try to match the priorities of the relevant Community Action Plan and other live documents such as the Green Space Strategy. Similarly members were glad to hear about the improved consultation with ward councillors on 106 developments, however they did think that this should be further strengthened and undertaken at the earliest possible stage. They asked that this should be brought to the attention of decision makers.
Members asked about procedures if a proposed development crosses community committee or ward boundaries. Consultation could result in conflicting opinion, however there is usually one proposed development that will clearly satisfy requirements more that others. 106 money is blind to boundaries and if any geographical or other specific restriction of some kind were placed on agreements, with developers they could be difficult to apply and possibly result in changes to planning applications.
Members also asked about the possibility of the expiry of agreements, the chance that developers could claim money back and the potential arguments that developers could try and use to avoid paying 106 money. Although the council is prepared to be flexible with developers around the payments of 106 money, they will continue to pursue any payments until they are recovered.  

Members asked Tony to return with a report with a report in 12 months time which will show the details around section 106 developments as suggested and to emphasise to the Lead Members and Strategic Director that member should be involved at the earliest opportunity.

2. Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC) Energy Efficiency Scheme
Julie Holmes, Energy Manager attended to raise awareness of the CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme, a mandatory emissions trading scheme that covers large enterprises and public sector organisations. Consultation on the proposals contained in the scheme has just been completed, and detailed guidance to participants will hopefully be available soon.
This cap and trade scheme commences in April 2010 and a financial commitment is required each year from April 2011. The council will be required to measure and report its annual energy consumption and will be placed in a league table with all other organisations. Reductions in carbon emissions will improve the position in the table and attract a financial reward but a failure to improve will place a financial penalty on the council. The size of the financial penalty will increase each year.
Members raised several issues; they asked was the city treasurer aware of the future financial commitment facing the council. How we currently measure energy usage and calculate emissions and steps we are taking to reduce this. For example Salford  is currently part way through a programme to encourage behavioural change among staff. Some money has been made available to pay for invest to save items such as motion detector controls.
Julie confirmed that the council will be responsible for schools, many of whom will need support to enable them to reduce emissions. 
The council has made good progress already in improving energy management, for example introducing voltage optimisation. 

Members asked what other authorities were doing and were pleased to here that Salford is a part of the AGMA energy group working to help each other. 
They also queried the fairness of the measuring process how we could be in a league table with other organisations of different purpose, culture and structures. This can only be judged when the scheme is up and running.
3. The Work Programme 
Due to the potential size of the debate around the Core Strategy and transport connectivity to MediaCity in December the meeting may start earlier. 
4. Forward Plan

Nothing arising
5. Report from previous meeting

This was approved
6. Any Other Business

Future Meetings dates were to be checked and the January meeting will slip a week.

A recent case of cover pricing was mentioned how do we mitigate the possibility if this happening, what would happen to any fines. This corporate security issue is really for audit and accounts committee.
4. Members attendance

	Councillor
	7th Sept. 
	5th Oct.
	2nd Nov

	Cllr. J. Dawson (Chair)
	√
	√
	√

	Cllr. S. Cooke
	√
	√
	A

	Cllr. J.  Ferguson
	√
	√
	√

	Cllr. M. Ferrer
	√
	A
	A

	Cllr. R. Garrido
	√
	A
	A

	Cllr. A. Humphreys
	√
	A
	√

	Cllr. D. Jolley
	A
	√
	√

	Cllr. B. Lea
	√
	√
	√

	Cllr. I.  Lindley
	√
	A
	√

	Cllr. G. Wilson
	√
	A
	√
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