                                   


Report of the Strategy and Regeneration Overview and Scrutiny.


TITLE:  
Feedback from the meeting held on Monday 3rd March 2008.

Actions:  - 
Alan Tomlinson will provide a list of lead officers for the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) themes. 
Work programme: - Alan Tomlinson will return in May to present the final list of indicators.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report informs Members of the matters considered by the Strategy and Regeneration Overview and Scrutiny on Monday 3rd March 2008. Issues considered were:-
Salford Local Area Agreement (LAA) update on the priorities for New LAA.
The DRAFT Community Safety Strategy 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Reports to Scrutiny can be found on SOLAR 

CONTACT OFFICER:  Peter Kidd, Senior Scrutiny Support Officer.


Tel: 793 3322   E-mail: peter.kidd@salford.gov.uk

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
    


DETAILS

Issues considered 
The Salford Local Area Agreement.
Alan Tomlinson, Assistant Director Policy and Improvement, attended the meeting to inform members of the timetable for the confirming of the priorities for the new Local Area Agreement, which has to be signed in June 2008 and will run for 3 years. Alan brought a report containing the draft LAA priorities, as presented to a meeting of the Cabinet and the Salford Strategic Partnership Executive on 26th February and the additional suggestions made at the meeting. Further work and negotiations with officers, partners and Government Office North West (GONW) will take place to confirm the indicators to be used to measure progress against the 23 identified priorities. 35 indicators will be chosen from the national indicator set of 198. there are also 16 statutory indicators relating to education. The finalised indicators will be presented to full council on May 21.

Members asked about the local strategic  partnership themes and in particular who were the theme leads. Alan will provide a list of leaders for each of the LSP themes, these leaders are not necessarily officers from the council, for example the health theme is led by an officer from the Primary Care Trust. 
Members raised concerns about the appropriateness of the selected priorities and indicators and further asked how the views of councillors as community representatives have contributed to the process, how they are reflected back at the community level and could they comment on the process before it is finalised. There has been widespread efforts to capture opinions of the various partners and communities, different media have been used in  targeted consultations and open events to gather opinions and assist the selections though it was recognised some groups are more representative than others.
Alan agreed to ask the leadership to write to councillors giving a brief overview of the progress of the LAA and details of the draft indicators with an invitation to comment. This would need to be done in advance of the next pivotal meeting on March 26th.  

Members also raised a particular comment about the indicator for affordable homes if it could be amended to include a target for a percentage of affordable family homes. Also if a measure of children engaging in sport as a target to help indicate progress against the priorities to reduce obesity in children and anti social behaviour. Alan will pass these comments on to the appropriate officers.
Alan will return to the committee on the 12th May to present the finalised indicator list prior to full council approval.

The DRAFT Community Safety Strategy

Roselyn Baker, Principal Community Safety Officer accompanied by Don Brown, Head of Community Safety, presented the draft version of the community safety strategy 2008 – 2011 for comments, observations and the approval of Scrutiny. 

Don introduced the item by confirming that the current strategy ends in March and was happy to report that the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP) is very close to achieving its targets, a final concerted effort this month should ensure this.
Roselyn confirmed that the strategy outlines the CDRP’s strategic aims and key objectives and prioritises the activity that the CDRP undertakes over the three years. It will support the sustainable community strategy and the LAA.
Members wanted to be assured that the chosen priorities reflected community opinion and so asked for detail about the consultations and surveys mentioned in the strategy.
The results of the council’s ‘Big Listening’ survey, the best value residents survey (both organised by Mori) and the RSVP police survey were used. This information is supplemented by targeted consultations through the neighbourhood community action plan process and with the children and young peoples partnership board, focus groups from each community committee area, and opportunities to comment via the Life In Salford magazine. Consultations which are ongoing all year round and crime data from regular reports are used to update and adjust activity accordingly. 
There were concerns that the community committees are not as representative of the local community as they could be there is work ongoing to try and address this and ensure that views captured do represent the community.

A question was asked about the perceptions of young people and were they taken into account. They are through various consultations and processes such as the youth conference, which is Greater Manchester wide.

Members raised a concern about differing experiences with regard to the engagement of the police at community committees. Broughton and Little Hulton were very good, though Worsley Boothstown did not have similar levels of engagement.

Councillor McIntyre mentioned that the LPDG was an excellent way for councillors to raise localised crime related issues, but raised a concern about the definition of hate crime and the way it is recorded. Don reported that Salford has the best hate crime reporting procedure in Greater Manchester with a detection rate of 48% but would look at better ways of ensuring consistency of reporting.
Some issues were raised with regard to the wording of certain paragraphs these were taken on board and adjustments will be made accordingly. The document will also be checked within Plain English guidelines.
Councillor Taylor remarked how well the document captured information and addressed issues around young people, reinforcing positive messages. 

Councillors raised a concern about the indicators identified against the objectives and there were other additional ones, which may be of use. Roselyn pointed out that the chosen ones are key targets and are carefully selected to reflect what the partnership wants to measure and deliver. It was also mentioned that the progress with other indicators is monitored and reported appropriately to the lead member or partnership executive.
Members thanked Roselyn and Don and it was agreed that the strategy should return in 6 months time with the detailed action plan and progress so far. 

The chair brought the issue to a close reminding members that the press coverage is often negative and the majority of young people are well behaved and make positive contributions to the community.
Respect 
Councillor Garrido outlined the progress made so far by the joint commission set up with members from Children’s Service Scrutiny to undertake a piece of work connected with the respect agenda and behaviour strategy. The terms of reference will be circulated to members for their information. It was also mentioned that officers who work on the parenting related performance indicators should be made aware of the existence of the commission.
Report arising from the previous meeting  -this was approved.
Work Programme  - this will be amended and circulated. 
Forward Plan of Key decisions - there were no decisions for the attention of Strategy & Regeneration Scrutiny.
Any Other Business

Next Meeting. -         Monday 7th April 2008
Members Attendance

	Councillor
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr

	Cllr Smyth
	√
	√
	√
	

	Cllr R. Garrido
	√
	A
	√
	

	Cllr McIntyre
	√
	√
	√
	

	Cllr Ainsworth
	A
	A
	√
	

	Cllr Broughton
	√
	√
	√
	

	Cllr Davies
	√
	√
	√
	

	Cllr E Burgoyne
	√
	√
	√
	

	Cllr Jolley
	√
	√
	√
	

	Cllr B. Lea
	√
	√
	A
	

	Cllr P Ryan
	N/A
	√
	√
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