SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE







9th January, 2012 









Meeting commenced: 2.00 p.m.









       “ 

  ended: 5.50 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Dawson (in the Chair)

Councillors R. Garrido, Humphreys, Jolley, Lindley, Ord, Rochford, Stone and
G. Wilson

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:



Councillor Antrobus – Lead Member for Planning


Chris Findley – Assistant Director Planning & Transport Futures


Rob Pickering – Assistant Director Economic Futures


Paul Mallinder – Associate Director of Business Development


Steven Lee – Director of Engineering


David Robinson – Head of Liveability
Olwyn Banner – Emergency Planning Officer


Alison Burnett – Senior Joint Commissioning Manager


David Timperley – Joint Commissioning Manager


Claire Edwards – Democratic Services
1.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Drake.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5TH DECEMBER, 2011
The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a correct record.

4.
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were no questions from members of the public.

5.
EMERGENCY PLANNING, BUSINESS CONTINUITY AND WINTER RESILIENCE
Olwyn Banner gave a presentation with regard to Emergency Planning, Business Continuity and Winter Resilience, during which she made reference to:-

· Emergency Management Plan

· Objectives

· Activation

· Business Continuity

· Policy

· Guidance

· Corporate BC Plan

· Winter Planning

· Severe Weather Guidance

· Communications Plan for Snow and Adverse Weather

· Other Plans

· Flood Response Plan

· School Emergency & Business Continuity Planning

· GM Response & Recovery Plans

· SRF Recovery Guidance

Discussion took place during which reference was made to the following:-

· Links that existed with businesses in respect of the above matters.

· Plans for the documents to be updated in the near future.

· Links that were in place with the Homeless Advice and Support Unit.
· Exercises undertaken in preparation for various types of major incidents.

· Previous arrangements in respect of the Greater Manchester authorities which had involved the Emergency Planning Officers meeting on a quarterly basis.  It was indicated that this group had been disbanded since the AGMA Central Unit had been set up, with whom the Chief Officers met on a regular basis. 
Members commented that the previous arrangements had been beneficial as they had
facilitated regular liaison between the authorities at an operational level, and had been particularly useful in terms of planning for major incidents where assistance would be required from the other authorities.

· The flood basin and its operation.

· The setting up of local flood groups - it was indicated that existing community groups were being asked to take on this role.
· The projected second basin and the level of funding that would be required.  Discussion took place regarding the wider economic benefits that the second flood basin would have for Greater Manchester and the North West, in terms of possible contributions that could be sought.
· The increased standard of protection that would be provided by the second basin, from the current 1 in 75 chance of flooding to at least the national standard of 1 in 100 chance.

· Underwater inspections of the bridges in the city, which would need to include an assessment of the cost of any reinforcement that was required.

· The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 which had made Local Authorities the prime co-ordinator of responsibilities in respect of flooding, requiring them to demonstrate an understanding of surface water flooding and to prepare effective plans to address it.

· An exercise that was being undertaken regarding the identification of the responsibilities of the Local Authority and those of United Utilities in terms of surface water drainage.

· Salford’s status as Lead Local Flood Authority.

· A document that was available which provided advice for Scrutiny Committees in respect of flood risk management.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT ways of improving links with businesses in respect of the above plans be included on the agenda for the liaison meetings that were held with businesses on a regular basis.

(2) THAT the link to the above document, providing advice for Scrutiny

Committees in relation to flood risk management, be circulated to Members of the committee.

(3) THAT consideration to be given to the reintroduction of the quarterly meetings
of the Greater Manchester Emergency Planning Officers that had previously taken place.
6.
RETHINKING CONSTRUCTION PARTNERSHIP: VALUE FOR MONEY – LANDSCAPE
WORKS
Rob Pickering presented a report focusing on the Landscape Construction partners and the benefits and value for money gained through the partnering relationship, with specific reference to:-
· Background.

· The categories and companies appointed to categories.

· Project allocation.

· Projects in pipeline and allocated.

· Health and Safety.

· Sustainability.

· Local labour.

· Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s).

· Community involvement.

· Service delivery improvements.

· Working together.

· Client consultation and communications.

· Government/Cabinet Office report on value for money.

· Conclusion
Discussion took place during which reference was made to the following:-  
· Paragraph 7.1 of the report - further information was requested with regard to (a) the employment of Screaming Green, and (b) the reason why there had been no takers in respect of the placements that had been offered for students from Salford College.
· The Council’s construction programme – an update was requested.
· The effect that the long term partnering relationship could have on small businesses in the city.
· The advantages of the partnership in terms of reduced procurement costs, continuity and benefits to local sub contractors, supply chains and suppliers.
· Market testing which could be undertaken periodically by the Council.
· It had not been practical for the partner organisations to employ and sustain a Salford local labour force due to them being based in Wilmslow and Rochdale.  This had been made more difficult because of the reducing size of the capital programme, which meant that there was not continuous work from the framework throughout the year.  However, both contractors were committed to a local supply chain and local sub contractors wherever possible.

· Work that was undertaken with Salford Construction Partnership with a view to optimising the benefit to local businesses.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the content of the report be noted.



(2) THAT further information be provided in respect of paragraph 7.1 of the report, as detailed above.



(3) THAT the committee be provided with an update in relation to the Council’s construction programme at a future meeting.
7.
CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT INTEGRATOR MODEL
Rob Pickering and Paul Mallinder gave a presentation with regard to the Construction Employment Integrator Model, during which reference was made to the following:-

· The importance of construction.
· The vision.

· Turning the vision into a reality.

· The benefits of collaborative working.

· Realising the benefits of collaborative working.

· Next steps.

· Community benefit.

· The construction forecasting model.

· What is the Construction Employment Integrator forecasting tool?

· The construction forecasting model.

· Top opportunities.

· Pendleton PFI.

Discussion took place during which reference was made to the following matters:-

· Support available for private sector developers wanting to build in the city.

· An update was requested with regard to skills shortages that existed and the reasons for any shortages.

RESOLVED: THAT Members be provided with details of skills shortages that existed and the reasons for any shortages.

8.
SALFORD WORKING FUTURES PROJECT
David Timperley and Alison Burnett gave a presentation with regard to Salford Working Futures Project, with specific reference to the following:-

· Future Jobs Fund

· Impact

· Ward profile

· Employee experiences

· Employer experiences

· A legacy programme

· Managing change

· ‘Unpaid’ placements

· ‘Paid’ placements

· Case Studies

Discussion took place regarding the impact of the changes that had taken place in the financial climate since the project had started.

It was indicated that the project was publicised via the Job Centre, local radio, community events, the city’s gateway centres, open days and local organisations.  It was suggested that consideration be given to the project also being publicised through the Neighbourhood Partnership Boards and the Citizens’ Advice Bureau.

Members requested that an overview with regard to apprenticeships in Salford be provided at the next meeting. 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT further consideration be given to this item at the next meeting, to which one hour at the beginning of the meeting, be allocated.



(2) THAT an overview of apprenticeships in Salford be provided at the next meeting.

9.
FORWARD PLAN
Consideration was given to the January 2012 Forward Plan.

RESOLVED: THAT information regarding the Cargo Cranes, Ontario Basin, Salford Quays be provided at the next meeting.
10.
WORK PROGRAMME

Consideration was given to the Work Programme.


RESOLVED: (1) THAT it be noted that the tour of Salford City Stadium that was due to take
place prior to the February meeting of the committee would commence at 1.00 p.m.  (It was suggested that Members wishing to share cars meet at the Civic Centre at 12.30 p.m.)

(2) THAT it be noted that Members’ preferred date for the tour of MediaCityUK
was Thursday 23rd February 2012 (Monday 13th February was agreed as a reserve date) at 1.30 p.m.

(3) THAT the following items be included on the agenda for the February
meeting:-

· Chapel Street – monitoring of traffic flow between Frederick Road and the City Centre boundary/impact on alternative routes.

· LED Lighting Pilot – progress update and issues raised (how are the brightness levels decided).
· Cargo Cranes, Ontario Basin, Salford Quays.

(4) THAT arrangements be made for a report regarding void properties (including

reasons and breakdowns by sector and ward) to be submitted for consideration at the March meeting of the committee.

11.
RESPONSE TO QUERIES RAISED: PARTNERING REPORTED TO COMMITTEE

OCTOBER 2011
Members were provided with responses to queries that had been raised at the meeting of the committee held on 3rd October, 2011.
RESOLVED: THAT, with regard to the details provided in respect of remedy and enforcement actions, information be obtained as to the site’s location.

12.
TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
RESOLVED: THAT it be noted that, as from March 2012, meetings of the committee would commence at 1.30 p.m., with a Member Briefing taking place at 1.15 p.m.

