SALFORD CITY COUNCIL – RECORD OF DECISION
I, Councillor Margaret Morris, Lead Member for Children’s Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph D (4) (a(cviii) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, do hereby authorise the appointment of Councillor Janet Rochford to the adoption and permanence panel.

The reasons are:

The Adoption and Permanence Panel is required to meet both the Adoption & Children Act 2002 and the Fostering Regulations 2002 in order to consider both fostering and adoption matters.

The Adoption Agency Regulations require that and Elected Member is appointed as a member of the Adoption Panel.  The Regulations require the Elected Member to be part of the Council’s Corporate Parenting Group or a member with responsibility for Children’s Services.

Councillor Janet Rochford has expressed an interest in becoming a panel member and is prepared to make the necessary commitment.  She is a current member of the Corporate Parenting Panel and a parent and grandparent with considerable experience of children and families.  Checks and references have been obtained and Councillor Rochford is suitable for appointment as a panel member.

Councillor Rochford will replace Councillor Pat Ryan who has resigned earlier this year due to conflicting responsibilities to other council duties.

Councillor Rochford’s name will be added to the central list of adoption panel members and asked to attend panel when and where necessary.

Options considered and rejected were:

This is a statutory requirement in order for the council to carry out its Adoption Agency functions.  The Adoption and Permanence Panel would not be properly constituted without an Elected Member

The source of funding is:

The only cost is mileage from the mainstream budget.

Assessment of risk:  N/A

Legal advice obtained from:  N/A

Financial advice obtained from:  N/A

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents enclosed exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted: “(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)” :-

· Adoption and Children Act 2002

· Fostering Services Regulations 2002

· Adoption Agencies Regulations 2005 – amended 2011
Contact Officer
Mike Kelly

Tel. No 0161 779 7914

· This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead 

Member/Director


· The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call in the decision is the 

Children Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee.

Signed …Councillor Morris......

Dated …10 October 2011


       Lead Member

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY.

*
This decision was published on 12 October 2011.

*
This decision will come into force on 19 October 2011


unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules
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