Salford City Council - Record of Decision (CABINET)

I, Councillor John Merry, Leader of the Council, confirm that, in exercise of the powers conferred on me in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation, the Cabinet has resolved as follows:
i) to note and ratify the proposals; the forecast financial implications; and the preparatory work undertaken to date to enable the City Council to apply for a Greater Manchester joint permit scheme (GMRAPS) under Part 3 of the Traffic Management Act 2004; 

ii) to delegate consideration of the representations received in respect of the scheme consultation and decisions regarding the final content of the GMRAPS  document including permit fee levels, (in the light of these representations or otherwise) to Manchester City Council (as lead authority for the scheme) in consultation with the AGMA Network Management Group;

iii) to approve in principle the general level of the proposed permit fees as set out in the Appendix to the report to Cabinet, 3 March 2011, “Greater Manchester Road Activity Permit Scheme”;

iv) to authorise the Chief Executive to take any action required to enable the City Council to operate as a permit authority within its area and to implement GMRAPS;

v) to authorise the Chief Executive to work with Manchester City Council, the Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) and Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) to implement the proposed joint arrangements required GMRAPS (including the setting up of the Collaborative Service Centre);

vi) to approve the application to the Secretary of State for the GMRAPS in the terms approved by Manchester City Council under (ii) above;

vii) to agree to operate the GMRAPS joint permit scheme in accordance with the scheme approved by the Secretary of State;

viii) to authorise the entering into of an Agreement with the other Greater Manchester councils, the GMCA and TfGM in relation to joint working on such terms as may be agreed by the Chief Executives of the Greater Manchester councils, GMCA and TfGM;

ix) to appoint the City Treasurer as the person responsible for financial accounting in relation to the scheme for the purposes of issuing the certificate required prior to prosecution for the permit offence confirming that a fixed penalty fee has not been received.

The reasons are to enable the ten AGMA authorities to establish a joint Road Activity Permit Scheme (GMRAPS), which will enable the Greater Manchester councils to minimise disruption on their highways by managing and co-ordinating road works more effectively, thereby benefiting all road users.  
An option considered and rejected was not to agree to the Greater Manchester Road Activity Permit Scheme. 
The assessment of risk is High. The consequences of the City Council not agreeing to participate in this joint initiative will require the City Council to establish its own separate arrangements for road activity permits, which will inevitably be less efficient and more costly to operate.  In addition, it would be highly likely that the City Council would be the only AGMA authority not to be party to the joint arrangements, which might subsequently be harmful to its relationships within the AGMA arena.
Source of funding:  The costs of setting up and operating the scheme will be covered by the revenues that it generates, such that there will be no additional costs to the City Council.  There will need to be initial set up costs, however, those costs will be recovered within the first three years of the scheme’s operation.

Legal advice: Supplied by Melinda Edwards, Solicitor.
Financial advice: Supplied by John Spink, City Treasurer.
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:  Report to Cabinet on 3rd March 2011, “Greater Manchester Road Activity Permit Scheme”. 

Contact Officer: Darren Findley 

Tel No 0161 793 3849
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This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
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The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Sustainable Regeneration Scrutiny Committee.
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Tick boxes at the end of these lines, as appropriate.

Signed: ___Councillor Lancaster______________________________

Leader of the Council
Dated:  _10 May 2011._____
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*
This decision was published on 10 May 2011.
*
This decision will come in force on 18 May 2011 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.







