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(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.A3




REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES



TO 


CABINET 
ON 
11TH SEPTEMBER 2007


TITLE : BSF PROPOSAL FOR HOPE HIGH SCHOOL


RECOMMENDATIONS :

That Cabinet approves the publication of the public notice to close Hope High School, to be replaced by an Academy on the existing school site by September 2008 and in a new school building, on the Broadway Industrial site (Salford Quays) by September 2011.

	


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

This report informs Cabinet of the proposal to close Hope High School to be replaced with an Academy, as part of the BSF Programme.

	


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)

Salford BSF Documents are available on www.salford.gov.uk/learning/bsfdocuments.htm
To view Hope High and Oasis Community Learning consultation please visit www.salford.gov.uk/BSF/BSFschools 

	


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Building Schools for the Future is a key council risk from 2006/2007 and beyond. A master risk register and several sub risk registers have been compiled for the programme. These are included within the OBC and are updated on a regular basis by the BSF delivery team.

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:

Funding for the Academy is included within the overall resources identified for the BSF programme agreed by Cabinet on the 27th February 2007 and approved by Partnership For Schools and the Treasury at the end of June 2007.

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS




Provided by :
Philip Heyes

Developed with Customer and Support Services – Law and Administration Section input

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : Chris Mee

Developed with Customer and Support Services – PFI accountant input.

3. PROPERTY





Provided by:  Craig Monaghan

Developed with BSF technical manager input.

4. HUMAN RESOURCES




Provided by:  
Sharon Howarth

Developed with Children’s Services – Human Resources Section input

	


CONTACT OFFICER :   Kathryn Mildenstein – Asset Planning Manager – 0161 778 0420

	


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):   Claremont and Ordsall primarily, potentially all 

                                                                    Wards.

	


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Every Child Matters, Community Plan, Green Space Strategy and 


  Unitary Development Plan

	


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1. Background
1.1. In April 2006 the Council’s Cabinet approved an Expression of Interest (EOI) to establish a second Academy within Salford, on the Broadway Industrial site, at the entrance to Salford Quays, as a replacement for Hope High School. Oasis Community Learning was identified as the sponsor. The EOI was supported by the Hope High School Governing Body and accepted by the DfES in July 2006. The proposal to site an Academy with a media specialism and a focus on enterprise was written into Salford’s successful bid to host the move of the BBC to mediacity:uk by 2011. It will provide a key opportunity for the young people of Ordsall and Salford to receive education and training that will equip them to compete for jobs at mediacity:uk. The curriculum will include vocational and academic work related to the needs of the Media industries. The Academy intends to work closely with the BBC and the sector skills council for Media.
1.2. The Oasis team, as the Academy’s sponsor, is currently in discussion with the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) to finalise the Academy funding agreement.  Once that is in place it clears the way for the Academy to open in the current Hope High School building in September 2008.

The Preferred Bidder for the BSF project should be known by February 2009, and at that point the Preferred Bidder will be asked to commence design work for the new building for the Academy.  The subsequent design and construction programme would then lead to an opening of the new Academy building by September 2011 in line with the BBC’s relocation to mediacity:uk.

1.3
An outline planning application was placed before Salford City Council planning committee on 1st February 2007. This application is to build the Academy on the Salford Quays site, and the Committee had no objections.

1.4
The business case to obtain funding for the BSF Programme was submitted to 
government in March 2007 and was approved at the end of June 2007.
2. Public Consultation
2.1. On 12th December 2006 Cabinet approved the commencement of the statutory process to consult on the proposal to close Hope High School, to be replaced by an Academy.

2.2. A joint consultation exercise was undertaken by the Local Authority and Oasis Community Learning between January and March 2007. This involved staff, the governing body, parents and prospective parents of Hope High School pupils, plus members of the community and other stakeholders. Following this consultation officers from the Local Authority and Oasis have collated the responses made. These were as follows:- 

· In response to Oasis questionnaire, the majority of respondees agreed that the development of the Academy on the Quays was a good idea.

· A desire for the new Academy to be built on the existing Hope site.

· Concern about reduced parental choice of schools.

· Support for a new state of the art building for Hope.

· Concerns regarding the safe transportation of pupils to the new Academy.

The following questions were raised:

· Parents wanted to know the situation regarding the guarantee of a place for pupils in the new Academy.

· Questions were raised regarding the future viability of the Academy, in terms of pupil numbers.

· Consultees requested details of the proposed curriculum and ethos of the new Academy.

· Questions were asked relating to job losses and arrangements for staffing the new Academy.

· Details of what transitional arrangements would be put in place before the Academy moves into the new building.

3. Comments regarding the Consultation Response
The Local Authority and Oasis have considered the responses to gauge to what extent objectives can be met in relation to building the new Academy and at the same time responding to concerns raised by consultees.

· The main reason for not re-building Hope High School on its existing site is that projected pupil numbers in the area would not justify 2 new community high schools in such close proximity; i.e. Hope and Buile Hill

· There continues to be a choice of high schools in the area and the development of the Academy is part of the provision of greater choice and diversity of schools across the City. In this context it will be important that the Academy offers a distinctive curriculum and range of learning opportunities. It will differ from other schools in the locality in order to meet the aims of diversity, and offer a really distinctive choice.
· There are plans to invest significantly in the public transport system in Salford in the next five years.  The proposed Academy will be situated on Metrolink and bus routes. Salford City Council and Oasis Community Learning will consider how best to support displaced pupils for whom the distance between home and the Academy is greater than the distance between home and the current Hope High school site. Further detailed work will be undertaken by Salford City Council and Oasis Community Learning on this. The Local Authority are also developing a travel plan which will include a range of practical measures to increase the number of staff and pupils who walk, cycle or use public transport to get to school. Issues relating to the environmental impact of an over-reliance on car usage will form part of the curriculum offered in the Academy.

· Oasis Community Learning have agreed that they will adopt Salford City Council’s admission criteria. These criteria have to be reviewed and consulted upon annually. It is not possible to give a guarantee that a particular group of pupils will always be given preferential treatment in respect of admission to any school. However, both Oasis and the City Council are committed to ensuring that pupils attending Hope High School when it closes will be guaranteed a place in the new Academy. If current admissions criteria continue, then the younger brothers and sisters of pupils at the Academy would be given preference.

· It is anticipated, based on current and projected pupil numbers, that the Academy will remain viable. The Academy will be a modern purpose-built building, close to mediacity.uk in an attractive location and will offer the best opportunities possible, which it is anticipated will be appealing to both parents and pupils.

· Oasis Community Learning have confirmed that the accreditation of students will follow the mainstream, and media specific, routes, generally within the QCA qualifications framework, including GCSE’s, BTECs, other Vocational qualifications, ASDAN, AS and A levels and the recently[/proposed] introduced diplomas.  Children of all faiths, and none, will be equally welcome at the Academy.

· In respect of staffing at the Academy all staff employed at the time of closure, including non-teaching staff will transfer to the Academy under TUPE (Transfer of Undertakings Protection of Employment ) Regulations. Oasis are committed to ensuring that teachers’ national pay and conditions will be safeguarded. The Headteacher post has to be advertised, however the current Headteacher can apply for the post if he wishes to.
· The Local Authority will continue to provide Hope High School with additional support during the transitional period, with pupils’ needs firmly at the heart of any arrangements.

4. Statutory Process and Timescale
	Process
	Timescale

	1. Cabinet report to approve commencement of the statutory process to consult on the proposal.
	Cabinet briefing 28th November 2006 

Cabinet meeting 12th December 2006

	2. Cabinet decision and call in.
	20th December 2006

	3. Joint public consultation with Oasis Community Learning Trust. (Academy Sponsor).
	15th January to 2nd March 2007                  (6 weeks).

	4. Report to Cabinet to consider outcome of consultation and authorisation to publish notice.
	Cabinet briefing 28th August 2007 

Cabinet meeting 11th September 2007

	5. Cabinet decision and call in.
	19th September 2007 

	6. Publication of statutory notices for closure.
	4th October 2007

	7. 6 week representation period ends. (comments/objections).
	15th November 2007

	8. LA to consider any objections and comments received and determine proposal within 2 months of the end of the representation period. 
	By 15th January 2008. 




5.      Conclusion


That Cabinet approves the publication of the public notice to close Hope High School, to be replaced by an Academy on the existing school site by September 2008 and in a new school building, on the Broadway Industrial site (Salford Quays) by September 2011.
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