Salford City Council - Record of Decision( CABINET)
I, John Merry, Leader of the Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by the Scheme of Delegation of the Council ,following Cabinet  consideration  of the responses to the consultation process on the proposal to close The Swinton and Moorside High Schools, replacing them with a new school for 1350 pupils aged 11-16 opening in September 2013;approve .
(1) the publication of the public notice, inviting proposals for a new 1350 place community high school on the site of the current Moorside High school playing fields 
(2) the Council’s application to the Secretary of State for consent to promote a new community high school and, if such consent is granted, agree to the Authority publishing that proposal in due course, together with any other competition proposals received by the Authority.
(3) the proposal to close Moorside High and The Swinton High schools, such proposal to be published jointly with any competition proposals for the new community high school, including any proposal brought forward by the Local Authority itself. 
The Reasons are. 
1.1. Following the BSF Programme Review, on 23rd February 2010 Cabinet passed a resolution to recommence the competition process to close both The Swinton and Moorside High Schools and create a 1350 place (11-16) new PFI school on the current Moorside playing fields, utilising the current Moorside school site for sports facilities.  In addition, provision for a new two form entry 420 place primary school would also be incorporated into the building.  

1.2. Following Cabinet’s decision the Office of the School Adjudicator informed the Council that there was no mechanism for the adjudicator to reopen a withdrawn proposal and that it would be necessary for the Council to start the process again from the consultation onwards.  

At the Cabinet meeting on 8th June 2010 
it was RESOLVED: THAT Cabinet 


(1) Approve the commencement of the competition process for the new school to replace the Swinton and Moorside high schools; and 


(2) Determine the effective date of opening of the new school as September 2013 in the new building.

At its meeting on the 8th June 2010, Cabinet approved that the consultation meetings for individual schools would be agreed with the respective Headteachers. Following discussions with Headteachers the following timetable of consultation meetings was agreed:
· 13 September 2010 consultation meeting with the staff of The Swinton High School

· 13 September 2010 consultation meeting with the governors of The Swinton High School

· 13 September 2010 consultation event with the parents/carers of pupils and prospective pupils at The Swinton High School

· 14 September 2010 consultation meeting with the staff of Moorside High School

· 14 September 2010 consultation meeting with the governors of Moorside High School

· 14 September 2010 consultation event with parents/carers of pupils and prospective pupils at Moorside High School

· 22 September 2010 community consultation drop in event at Fletcher Hall

· 1 October  2010 pupil consultation at The Swinton High School 

· 13 October 2010 pupil consultation at Moorside High School

The report outlines the responses to the consultation in respect of the 

Proposed closure of The Swinton and Moorside High Schools and their 
replacement by a new school for 1350 pupils aged 11-16 opening in September 
2013, which cabinet considered prior to making the decision above 

Options considered and rejected were. Not to approve the proposal 
Assessment of Risk . Building Schools for the Future is a key Council risk.  A master risk register and several sub risk registers have been compiled for the programme.  These are included within the OBC and are updated on a regular basis by the Building Schools for the Future delivery team.

The source of funding is. The Salford BSF programme will be funded by Government grant, City Council revenue contribution, schools budget contributions, third party receipts, capital receipts, supported and unsupported borrowing
Legal Advice.supplied by Tony Hatton, Legal Services, Customer and Support Services Directorate
Financial Advice obtained Supplied by Chris Mee PFI accountant
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.
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· Salford BSF Documents are available on: -

www.salford.gov.uk/learning/bsf/bsfdocuments.htm
· Responses to the consultation proposals

· Minutes of consultation meetings

· Summary of responses following consultation

Contact Officers 
Sue Wilkinson
BSF Project Director



0161 778 0228

Mike Hall


BSF Lead for Every Child Matters

0161 778 0359

Kathryn Mildenstein
Asset Planning Manager
.

0161 778 0420

	 This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 .1 ( page 169) of the Decision Making Procedure Rules on the basis that
( a) this procedure is covered by another statutory process which allows challenge to the proposals,

 (b) and they delay that would ensue as consequence of “Calling In” the Decision would cause prejudice to the interests of the Council As the Council would not be able to meet the Statutory time table for  the consideration the proposals in publishing the required notice 
(c) The final Decision in respect of this proposal would be made after 10th March, 2011. during which time any the public and others would be provided with a six week period to submit any comments relating to any decision or decisions made at that time that relate to the closure of Schools  .
	


Signed: Councillor John Merry

Leader of the Council

Dated: Tuesday, 2nd November, 2010                                                              
This decision is not subject to call-in and will come in force on Tuesday, 2nd November, 2010. 
