Salford City Council - Record of Decision (CABINET)

I, Councillor Merry, Leader of the Council, confirm that, in exercise of the powers conferred on it in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, the Cabinet has approved amendments to the Council’s policy in respect of guidance on covert surveillance under the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act as follows:

1 Specific guidance and instruction has been included to deal with the issue of CCTV systems, and a standard proforma introduced to enable accurate record keeping, namely:

“5.9
Use of CCTV systems

5.9.1 Generally, the CCTV systems operated by the Council and its partners are not subject to RIPA provisions as the use of the systems is overt. However, it may be that a decision is made to use the CCTV system to carry out surveillance against a particular target. In those circumstances, it is likely that the target is unaware that he is the subject of surveillance, and so the surveillance will be covert and directed and requires authorization.

5.9.2 Where the use of the CCTV system for covert directed surveillance is at the request of an officer of the Council, it shall be the responsibility of the officer with responsibility for the investigation to obtain the relevant authorization and make a copy of that available to the manger of the relevant CCTV system

5.9.3 It is accepted that, in certain circumstances, an agency other than the Council requesting the use of CCTV in a covert manner may not wish to disclose the full details of the RIPA authorisation. However, where CCTV systems are to be used in a covert manner, the CCTV manager must either 

· receive a copy of the authorization, or

· complete a form for the use of CCTV, at appendix 3

5.9.4 
Although a request may be made, this does not require the CCTV system to be used for the purposes of covert surveillance. Where there are concerns about whether it is appropriate to use the system, advice should be sought from one of the Council’s authorising officers, the RIPA Monitoring Officer, or the Crime and Disorder Legal Team.

5.9.5
Where neither the RIPA authorization is provided or the form cannot be completed, the CCTV system must not be used for covert surveillance.

5.9.6
The CCTV manager will retain a copy of the authorization or form and  forward a copy to the RIPA Monitoring Officer.”

2 the scheme of authorization has been amended and the authorizing officers are now designated as follows:                   

“1  Officers authorized to approve directed surveillance, covert human intelligence sources, surveillance likely to result in disclosure of confidential information, use of vulnerable adults or juveniles as covert human intelligence sources:

Chief Executive, or in his absence any Director in consultation with Deputy Director Customer And Support Services and City Solicitor/ Assistant Director Legal Services                  

2   Officers authorized to approve directed surveillance, covert human intelligence sources:

 
Assistant Director (Trading Standards and Consumer Affairs)
  

Assistant Director (Internal Services)
        

  
Assistant Director (Audit and Risk Management)
       

  
Head of Service - Community Safety
        

  
Section Leader – Frauds and Overpayments”
The reasons are to comply with guidance and advice from the Office of the Surveillance Commissioners.

Options considered and rejected: None.

Assessment of Risk - Low .

The source of funding: Not Applicable .

Legal advice obtained from N. Pilkington.

Financial advice obtained: Not Applicable .

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process: -

Report of the Deputy Director of Customer and Support Services and City Solicitor to the Cabinet meeting on 25th October, 2005


Contact Officer:  Neil Pilkington


Tel No 0161 793 2225

	The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Customer and Support Services Scrutiny Committee.


Signed: J. Merry
                                      Dated: 25th October, 2005
             Leader of the Council

This decision was published on 25th October, 2005.
This decision will come into force on 2nd November, 2005, unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

