Salford City Council - Record of Decision (CABINET)

I, Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, confirm that, in exercise of the powers conferred on it in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, the Cabinet has approved the publication and implementation of the Operational Policies and Standards for Highway and Street Lighting Maintenance.

The reasons are that the document, when published, will form the basis of the "Section 58" defence process defined by the Highways Act 1980, and will be a fundamental statement of intent when forming a defence against the claims made for tripping accident claims..

Options considered and rejected: Not to produce a statement relating to operational standards and policy would weaken the Council’s position when defending tripping accident claims, and was, therefore, not considered to be a viable option.

Assessment of risk: The "Section 58" defence is intended to minimise the excessive financial losses currently being experienced by Salford City Council.

Source of funding: Reactive repairs are currently carried out utilising funding from the Highways Revenue account. Payments to successful claimants are made from the Insurance Provision budget..

Legal advice obtained: The document produced has been discussed with a barrister and a solicitor from both Halliwells and Forbes, the Council’s claims handlers.

Financial advice obtained: None; however, it is acknowledged that a reduction in claims to, and financial losses by, the Council will reduce the overall financial burden of the Council.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process: -


Well-maintained highways – A Code of Practice for Highway Maintenance Management (July 2005)

Contact Officer: Stuart Whittle 


Tel No 0161 603 4038

	The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee.


Signed: D. Antrobus                 
Dated:  26th September, 2006
Lead Member
This decision was published on 27th September, 2006.
This decision will come into force on 5th October, 2006 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

