Salford City Council - Record of Decision (CABINET)

I Councillor John Merry,

Leader of the Council,

Confirm that, in exercise of the powers conferred on it in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, the Cabinet have 

Approved the increase in income disregard in War Pensions and War Widows Pensions from 70% to 100%, with effect from 1st April 2004..

The Reasons are the Government have amended the Benefits Subsidy rules to encourage local authorities to offer more generous local benefit schemes and this will result in an increase in the subsidy available to Salford. In addition, Salford is currently working to replace its existing computer system, used for the administration of council tax and benefits, with a system provided by an external software supplier. This software package can not accommodate a disregard of 70%, the only level of disregard available in the new system being that of 100%..

Options considered and rejected were To remove the disregard altogether which would result in reduced levels of benefit for those in receipt of these pensions..

Assessment of Risk The proposal, if approved, would increase the benefit awards for some claimants in receipt of a War Pension or a War Widows Pension..

The source of funding is Benefits subsidy.

Legal advice obtained None.

Financial advice obtained The increased level of benefit subsidy has been confirmed.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-
Benefit Regulations and notes

Contact Officer: Stephen Fryer 


Tel No 0161 288 7417

	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the  Scrutiny Committee.
	


Key:

Tick boxes at the end of these lines, as appropriate.

Signed:  John Merry
Dated:   16th September, 2004

Leader

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on 16th September, 2004.
*
This decision will come in force on 24th September, 2004, unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

Key:

#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.

