Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I, Councillor Merry, Lead Member for Regeneration in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J(a) (i) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby :

1. Approve the design proposals for the public realm element of Spinningfields’ Bridge at its landing point on Stanley Street, Salford at a cost of £263,791 including fees. The detailed design is shown an Annex 1. The funding for this is already secured through the approved European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) application for Spinningfields’ Bridge overall. For the public realm works, 50% of the total costs of £131,895 will come from ERDF, matched with a £64,000 contribution from English Cities Fund, £50,000 from Allied London and the balance of £17,896 required from the Irwell River Park approved capital programme for 2011/12.

2. Note that the design works proposed for Stanley Street, Salford will reduce the current level of income to the city council from parking charges at this location by £20,000 to £24,000 per annum. However, it is anticipated that this loss will be offset by the current review of parking charges across the controlled parking zone encompassing the wider area around Chapel Street, currently being undertaken by Urban Vision, to be considered in the future by the Lead Member for Planning. 

The Reasons are: 
To facilitate delivery of public realm works on Stanley Street, Salford to be progressed as part of the Spinningfields Bridge project, to complement and underpin the transformation of Salford Central / New Bailey, and to enable completion of all works and funds to be defrayed for the European Regional Development Fund by 31st March 2012.
Assessment of Risk: 
Medium/High: There are complexities regarding the council’s ability to deliver the public realm if there are delays to the main bridge programme due to poor weather in the December 2011/January 2012 period. The risks associated with this can be mitigated to some extent through the procurement process, the details of which are set out in this report.

The source of funding: 

In terms of Salford City Council’s contribution: Cabinet approved a commitment of £1.266 million funding for Irwell River Park on 7 March 2011. In addition, the Irwell River Park budget and programme for 2010/11 and the carry over of funds into 2011/12 was approved by Lead Members for Planning and Customer and Support Services in February 2011. The contribution of £17,896 is deliverable within this budget.

English Cities Fund have already transferred their contribution of £64,000 towards the public realm works to the City Council during 2011/12.

Allied London – has already set aside £50,000 towards the public realm works specifically adjacent to the Mark Addy Public House, and have confirmed in writing their contribution.

ERDF: a total of some £928,169 was approved for the bridge and public realm works in November 2009, and 50% of the total cost of public realm works can be funded by ERDf, provide the rest of the match-funding is in place.  The status of match funds has been confirmed to the ERDF team. In terms of the public realm 50% of the total cost of £263,791 is eligible for ERDF and this will drawn down some £131,895 ERDF grant.

Urban Vision fees: A fee of £25,926 has been agreed with Urban Vision, with rates in line with the existing service level agreement between Salford City Council and Urban Vision for works of this nature. The Director of Development has previously authorised this sum from the Irwell River Park capital programme budget to allow essential detailed design works to progress.

Legal Advice obtained  Yes (Norman Perry)
Financial Advice obtained  Yes (John Spink & Joanne Hardman)
Procurement Advice obtained  Yes (Sharon Robson)

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process: None other than the report.
Contact Officer: Elaine Davis


Tel No: 0161 686 7420
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This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for Finance and Support Services and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member for a decision.
	(

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for Planning and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member for a decision.
	(

	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the
           Sustainable Regeneration Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed:  Councillor John Merry
Lead Member for Regeneration
Date: 19th September ,2011.
This decision was published on 20th September, 2011
This decision will come in force on 28th September,2011
