SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION
I, Councillor John Warmisham, Lead Member for Children’s Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by paragraph D4(a)(ix) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council and in accordance with the recommendations of the Salford Local Admissions Forum, do hereby: 

Agree the secondary admission arrangements for 2009/10 (as appendix 1)


[image: image1.emf]Appendix 1 -  secondary admission arrangements 2009-10.doc


The reasons are: - Submission of the schemes to the DCSF is required by 15th April, 2008.

Options considered and rejected were: Not applicable as preparation of schemes is a statutory requirement.

Assessment of risk: Low

The source of funding is: Not applicable 

Legal advice obtained: Yes

Financial advice obtained: Not applicable



The following documents have been used to assist the decision making process:

Reports to, and minutes of, the Salford Local Admissions Forum held on 25th February, 2008.

Contact Officer: Lesley Taylor                  778 0411



This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member.

This decision records a key decision as recorded in the Council’s Forward Plan  



Signed 
J. D. Warmisham


Lead Member for Children’s Services 

Dated 

14th April, 2008
This decision was published, and becomes effective on, 14th April, 2008. 

This decision is not subject to call-in. The statutory process for objections in respect of the issues contained within this decision notice is via the Office of the Schools Adjudicator. 

_1269687680.doc

ADMISSION CRITERIA 2009/2010


SECONDARY SCHOOLS


i. Medical reasons - If claiming medical reasons, parents/carers must provide evidence from their doctor that the child has a medical condition which means that admission to a particular school is essential.



SEN - children whose statement of Special Educational Needs stipulates that specific school


Children in Need as defined by the Children Act (1989), i.e. those who are unlikely to achieve or maintain or to have the opportunity of achieving or maintaining a reasonable standard of health or development or a child/children whose health or development would be further impaired without the provision of services by the Local Authority. Applications under this criterion would need to be supported by an appropriate professional stating that attendance at a particular school is essential. This includes children in public care. 


ii. Brother or sister in attendance at the school at the date when the pupil is to be admitted.  This includes stepchildren and foster children living with the same family at the same address.  Other children may be considered under the sibling criterion provided proof is available to demonstrate that the children are permanently resident at the same address and part of the same family unit.   (The authority accepts that in some family units the children may not be natural brothers and/or sisters).


iii. Attendance at an associated primary school (see oversubscription below)


iv. Distance from the school.  This would involve a measurement being made between the child’s permanent place of residence and the preferred school in a straight line (as the crow flies).  Those children who live closest to the school will be those who get priority for places.


N.B. Length of time on a school waiting list is not seen as a relevant factor.


OVERSUBSCRIPTION 


In the course of allocating places for children within criterion ii) to vi) of the above criteria, it is possible that the school's Published Admission Number will be reached before all the children within that criterion have been allocated places. If that happens all of the children within that criterion (but not children in higher criteria whose places will be assured) will be ranked according to distance from the school so that the children who live nearest to the school (measured on a straight line distance from the school) will take up places until the Published Admission Number has been reached, and thereafter no further places at the school shall be allocated.


VERIFICATION OF ADDRESS


Due to problems in previous years it may be necessary for the Admission & Exclusions Team to carry out checks to confirm that the addresses given are genuine.   Parents/carers may be asked to produce documentary evidence of their address i.e Council Tax, Rental/tenancy agreement, recent Child Benefit documentation received within the last 3 months of date of production, copy of completion documentation in the case of recent house purchase.


The parents’/carers’ address is considered to be the child’s parents/carers genuine principal place of residence at the time of the allocation of places, that is to say, where they are normally and regularly living. If a child is resident with friends or relatives for reasons other than guardianship the friend or relative’s address at the time of allocation of places will not be considered.


The Authority may at its discretion consider as genuine a child’s temporary address where, for example, the child is living with his/her parents/carers in temporary accommodation due, for example, to their parents/carers working commitments whilst they are seeking a permanent address in the same area.


If the parent’s/carer’s main address has changed temporarily for example where a parent/carer resides with extended family during a period of sickness or takes up temporary accommodation due to building or renovation work then the parents/carers address remains that at which the parent/carer was resident before the temporary residence began.


Any permanent change in address must be notified to the Admissions & Exclusions Team as soon as possible.


It may be necessary for a home visit from a member of a Locality Team to assist in the process.


Please note that the Local Authority will take strong action and the place offered will be withdrawn if any false or misleading information is given including an address where the child is not actually living.



