Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I, Cllr Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Corporate Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph 2.1 of Section 7, of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby authorise an exception to Standing Orders to allow a tender to be acquired from a company already on the official accredited providers list prepared by the DfES and BECTA .The tender amounts to £152, 000 and has been negotiated with R M (Research Machines) This is for the installation in Salford classrooms of 67 complete interactive whiteboard systems with digital projectors, audio amplifiers and wall-mounted speakers.

The Reasons are: 

1. The product which is to be purchased has already been the subject of a national tendering process carried by the DfES and BECTa. This has been done to allow LEAs to place best value assured orders with approved suppliers quickly and efficiently on behalf of schools. RM is one of these suppliers.

2. Options considered and rejected were unsolicited quotes submitted by Bulletpoint, Matrix Displays, Saville Audio Visual and Roche Audio Visual. The RM tender was selected over these on the basis of cost, best value and the provision of additional whiteboard software to support the teaching of literacy, numeracy and science. This amounts to around £400 of additional ‘Easiteach’ software resources with each purchased board. The LEA is already recommending this software for purchase, as it is an important tool for raising standards of literacy and numeracy in our primary schools. This free provision is a significant additional benefit.

3. Assessment of Risk. The desired provider, Research Machines, is the largest and longest established specialist provider of ICT resources for the education sector in the UK. There is little likelihood of the company not being in a position to fulfill the terms of the contract, i.e. provision and installation of whiteboard systems, or in the longer term to fulfill the required three-year warranty on the provided goods.
4. The source of funding for this initiative is Standards Fund, which is 100% DfES funded. – there is no cost to the City of Salford.

5. There is a need to place the order for these systems fairly quickly. As this is a national initiative, all LEAs are currently ordering many systems for their schools from approved suppliers, expecting installation as soon as possible in the autumn term, to achieve the best potential impact on learning. RM has indicated that they will be able to plan early fulfilment if they receive a confirmed order by the end of the school term. Orders placed later in the summer will therefore have little realistic chance of being fulfilled by approved suppliers before the end of the autumn term, given the heavy national demand on installation engineers’ time.

 .

Legal Advice obtained.

Financial Advice obtained from Mr Robert McIntyre, Principal Group Accountant.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection. 


Contact Officer: Tony Ryan  


Tel No 

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for/ Director of  and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member / Director for a decision.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Lifelong Learning and Leisure Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed:Councillor Bill Hinds  
Dated:  21st July, 2004

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on 22nd July, 2004.
*
This decision will come in force immediately as it was taken as a matter of urgency 

