SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION
I Councillor John Warmisham
Lead Member for Children’s Services
in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph D(4)(a)(xii) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby authorise/approve/disapprove 

The Constitution of the Management Committee of the Pupil (Health) Referral Unit
The reasons are

The closure of Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital in summer 2009 means that the hospital school will no longer be required. Although the original purpose of the hospital school at Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital was to provide education for sick children who were in-patients at the hospital, over time it has developed a broader role and has become a key part of the Authority’s provision for educating children other than at a school (EOTAS). 

The Authority proposes to replace the functions of the school for vulnerable Salford Children with a Pupil Referral Unit.

Approval of the constitution of the management committee will allow a shadow management committee to be established before the new service opens in the summer of 2009. That Management Committee will be asked to prepare an Instrument of Governance for approval by Lead Member for Children’s Services and submission to the Department for Children, Schools & Families.
Options considered and rejected were

To create a new school to replace the Hospital School. Advice from Department for Children Schools and Families was that a Hospital School must serve a Hospital and a special school would not have the necessary flexibility. A pupil referral unit would be the only legal option which would allow for the flexibility enjoyed by the Hospital School.
The source of funding is

[For the Pupil (Health) Referral Unit, the Dedicated Schools Grant].
Assessment of Risk

The Authority has a statutory duty to provide education for school age children and young people. Not to have a full range of provision could lead to the Authority being unable to fulfil its statutory duty or having to purchase places in appropriate provision elsewhere.

Legal advice obtained from

P Heyes of Legal Services Team and Department for Children, Schools and Families 

Financial advice obtained from
Assistant Director (Resources)
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.  

(If the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted :"(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)" : -

Contact Officer J. Baker
Tel. No 778 0130 

	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	(

	
	

	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee.


Signed
 J. D Warmisham   Dated 28 November, 2008 

Lead Member

__________________________________________________________________________

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY.

*
This decision was published on 28 November, 2008
*
This decision will come into force on 8 December, 2008, unless it is called-in in 
accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules

