Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J (a)(i), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve
the award of a contract to Economic Solutions Limited to manage the Future Jobs Fund on behalf of the following AGMA authorities :- 

Bury MBC, Manchester City Council, Oldham MBC, Rochdale MBC, Salford City Council, Tameside MBC, and Trafford MBC,  for the period 30 November 2009 to 30 September 2011 but on a probationary basis to 30 September 2010, at a funding cost of £21,125,000 to 30 September 2010 and £44,700,500 to 30 September 2011;
· authorise the City Solicitor to prepare contract award documents as soon as possible, but only after clarification of particular elements of costs with Economic Solutions Ltd in order to monitor service provision and control of expenditure on behalf of the Department for Works and Pensions
· authorise delegated authority to the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services or his appointed representative to negotiate an optional 12 month extension to the contract dependent on satisfactory service provision, achievement of anticipated numbers of placements and maintenance of competitive unit costs.
The Reasons are  -  to ensure compliance and achievement of the Government’s Future Jobs Fund initiative which was announced in the 2009 Budget – to enable 6,877 job placements within Greater Manchester during the period ending 30 September 2011.
This is a high profile project, and Salford City Council is the Lead Accountable Body, and will be working closely with the Commission for the New Economy which is the Lead partner for the programme and who will have all day-to-day contract management and delivery issues over Economic Solutions Limited. 
Assessment of Risk - High.

The source of funding is – Department for Works and Pensions Transitional Employment grant .

Legal Advice obtained - N/A
Financial Advice obtained - Company accounts have been assessed and Experian Financial reports obtained.
Considerable involvement of the Corporate Accountancy Team in ensuring financial control of DWP monies and subsequent payment top the contractor.
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-
OJEU advertisement

Tender documents
Tender evaluation matrices (These documents contain commercially sensitive information and are not for public scrutiny)
Contact Officer: Geoff Topping/Gary Amos
Tel No 0161 793 3240/3878 respectively
	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Customer and Support Services Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Bill Hinds
Dated:         3 November 2009                                                    

Lead Member for Customer and Support Services
FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

This decision was published on  4 November 2009.                                            .
This decision will come in force on 13 November 2009, unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

