Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I , Councillor Bill Hinds,

Lead Member for Customer and Support Services, 

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J(a) (i) of Section 3 of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby authorise

· The making of an exception to Contractual Standing Order Part 4: Section 7 in accordance with paragraph 2.1.  The exception relates to the appointment of consultants to undertake an evaluation of the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund programme.  The exception relates to the Director of Strategy and Regeneration being authorized to accept a tender other than the lowest but which is the most advantageous to the Council.

The Reasons are:

· The selected consultants, ECOTEC Ltd, presented a team with greatest specific experience of NRF evaluation, access to a wider network of experienced consultants and the most detailed and appropriate study methodology.

Options considered and rejected were:

· Fifteen proposals were received in response to an advertisement in Regeneration and Renewal.  A shortlist of four consultancies were interviewed on 6 May 2005.  The proposals from the other consultancies were not considered to offer the same level of added value experience as the selected consultant.

Assessment of Risk:  Low

The source of funding is:  Neighbourhood Renewal Fund

Legal Advice obtained:  Standing Orders

Financial Advice obtained:  None

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-

Report from the Director of Strategy and Regeneration requesting the exception to Contractual Standing Orders.


Contact Officer:  Cath Inchbold

Tel No 0161 793 3796

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for/ Director of  and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member / Director for a decision.
	

	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	

	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Strategy and Regeneration Scrutiny Committee.
	


Key:

Tick boxes at the end of these lines, as appropriate.

Signed:   Bill Hinds
Dated:  Monday 9 May 2005

Lead Member

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on  10th May, 2005.
*
This decision will come in force on 18th May, 2005, unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

Key:

#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.
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