Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I, Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph 2.1 of Part 4, Section 7 of the Council’s Contractual Standing Orders do hereby authorise the making of an exception to those Standing Orders so as to enable the Council to enter into a contract with 2Simple Software2Simple Software, Enterprise House, 2 The Crest, Hendon, London NW4 2HN for the outright purchase of perpetual all-establishment site licenses to the complete range of 2Simple’s educational software and learning content across all Salford schools at a one off cost of £81,000. Under the proposed terms of the agreement, this sum equates to £1000 per primary school, with secondary, secondary special and all other settings, ie PRUs, receiving the software at no additional cost. The full market cost to schools buying these software resources on a ‘school by school’ basis, would be £600,000. This represents a discount of 85% on normal education retail pricing structures. Therefore, this intended purchase represents a very significant cost saving to the City Council, offering consistency of access and provision and providing all schools with a wide range of stimulating and powerful learning resources to help drive up standards of attainment in literacy and numeracy , particularly in the primary years and in the context of Y6 to Y7 transition.

The intended purchase comprises a portfolio of 28 software titles, which provide resources and tools for teachers to deliver all aspects of the subject curriculum. There is a particular strength in support for primary literacy and mathematics.  Schools and learners will also have full access to a further seven titles which have been further developed so they can be fully be integrated into ‘My Learning Space’, Salford’s learning platform. This will enable all users to have full home access to these learning resources as well as providing safe and secure access in school. This purchase will also give schools full access to online videos, lesson plans and resources linked to all subjects’ QCA schemes of Work and the Programmes of Study for the National Curriculum
 
The purpose of this negotiated initiative with the supplier is to;

· Further enhance the quality of digital curriculum resources in primary schools, particularly those targeted at raising standards in literacy numeracy and general curriculum attainment.

· add value to the City Council’s planning and preparation for both the Building Schools for the Future and Primary Capital programmes, which place a key emphasis on the role of ICT and learning technologies in raising standards and delivering the Every Child Matters outcomes, by providing all primary and secondary schools with a consistent and comprehensive suite of e-learning tools,.

· Provide equality of access and consistency of provision, extending all schools’ access to  high quality curriculum relevant learning resources, whilst providing sophisticated and robust security and safety provision for staff and pupils. This purchase will also assist schools in working towards coherence of resourcing, in the context of the proposed move towards a managed service solution for ICT, where a standardised level of software provision would be one of the intended outcomes.
The Reasons are;  

It is not sensible to seek tenders for this project, as there is only one sole supplier of the product, e.g. 2Simple Software. Sourcing the product direct from “the manufacturer” ensures that the City Council obtain optimum best value from the direct provision of the 2Simple curriculum software catalogue for schools.

In making this bundled offer of software, training, and support the suppliers have negotiated with the LEA with a substantial 85% discount overall on the costs to schools,
Options considered and rejected were. 

Going to tender and asking three retail suppliers of 2Simple’s products to quote against the same offer from the main supplier. This option would inevitably substantially increase the cost of providing our schools with this full suite of e-learning tools.

Assessment of Risk.

· 2Simple Software has been a leading supplier in the education software market for over ten years, and has built up a large customer base of several thousand UK schools to date. The company’s product range regularly wins ‘Best Software’ Awards at the annual BETT (British Education and Training Technology) Education Technologies Exhibition. “Simple have been awarded ‘Supplier of the Year 2008’ title by the Education Resources Association  Awards panel 
· This proposed capital acquisition has not been included under the Forward Plan, as the offer has only very recently been made to the Directorate and is time limited for the next six weeks. 
The source of funding is.

Standards Fund Grant 121 National Digital Infrastructure. 

Legal Advice obtained.

Financial Advice obtained.

Robert McIntyre, Chief Group Accountant, Education and Leisure has been fully involved in the decision making and planning processes necessary for the effective deployment of this project to enhance the quality of pupils’ learning and to add value to  the schools infrastructure and learning platform development in schools. 

Contact Officer:  Tony Ryan, ICT Adviser, , Schools and Learning Development Division Children’s’ Services Directorate


Tel No 0161 778 0165

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for Children’s Services and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member for information.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Customer and Support Services Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed:     CWV Hinds              
Dated:  16th June, 2008
FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on. 16th June, 2008
*
This decision will come in force on  24th June, 2008   unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.
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#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.
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