Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Ray Mashiter, Lead Member for Environment, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Section 2, Paragraph 2.3(6) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve the proposed fees which are to be levied by the Environment and Community Directorate in dealing with stray dogs and that such fees may be increased in future years in line with increases in the retail prices index.
The Reasons are The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 transferred the responsibility for dealing with stray dogs from the police to local authorities.

Prior to April 2011, the City Council’s Dog Warden service was outsourced to a private company as part of an AGMA brokered contract which came to an end in March last year. In view of the cost and limitations of the service provided by the contractor, a decision was made to bring the service back in house, operating within the Environmental Crime Unit, with effect from the 1st April 2011. The service has been running successfully since then. In fulfilling our obligations under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 the proposed that the following scale of charges be levied in addition to the prescribed amount in order to cover the Directorate’s expenses in undertaking this function. 
Options considered and rejected were take no action.

Assessment of Risk: none.

The source of funding is: n/a.

Legal Advice obtained yes The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 transferred the responsibility for dealing with stray dogs from the Police to local authorities. The Environmental Protection (Stray Dogs) Regulations 1992 makes provision for a prescribed monetary amount of £25, in addition to any other expenses, to be paid by a person claiming to be the owner of a seized dog before they are entitled to have the dog returned to them.
Financial Advice obtained yes The introduction of fees to cover the costs incurred by the Directorate in dealing with stray dogs will offset some of the cost of the Dog Warden Service. .

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.


Environmental Protection (Stray Dogs) Regulations 1992

Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005

Report to Environment Lead Member Briefing -16th April, 2012

Contact Officer: Phil Morton 


Tel No 925 1304

	
	

	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member
	

	
	

	
	

	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the    Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Ray Mashiter


Lead Member for Environment
Dated:  Monday, 16th April, 2012 

*
This decision was published on Monday, 16th April, 2012.
*
This decision will come in force on Tuesday 24th April, 2012unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

