Salford City Council - Record of Decision

Title: Relocation Assistance Application, - Glendinning Street School Site, Seedley & Langworthy, Salford - Exception to Existing Policy.

I Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F6 (a) (viii), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby authorise: 

An exception to the Relocation Assistance Policy to allow the applicant not to invest all of the open market value for her existing home into the new property, so as to enable them to repay an existing Council debt to acquire a property within the Central Salford Housing Market Renewal (HMR) Boundary. 
The Reasons are: 

The owner is one of two remaining residents living within the ‘Glendinning Street School Site’ area, and is eligible to qualify for relocation assistance under the terms of the Council’s current Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy. Relocating the owner is critical to the site assembly process because the current deadline for building the new school at Glendinning Street is September 2010. That the approval will result in an increase in the Relocation Equity Loan to enable the applicant to purchase a new replacement property.

Options considered and rejected were:
i)   The City Council agree to transfer the debt to the new property.

ii)  Refuse relocation assistance to the owner then seek to recover possession of the existing property using the CPO or debt recovery process.

Assessment of Risk:  

High
Funding for the relocation has already been allocated within the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme 2007/08.

However, if the request is refused then identifying a suitable alternative property for the owner may prove difficult, and is likely to incur increased ongoing security costs for the site and cause a serious delay to the demolition of the remaining properties within the school site. This delay in site assembly would prove critical to the construction of the new primary school by September 2010. 

Refusal of the request is also likely to prompt an objection to the Compulsory Purchase Order. The notices for the Glendinning Street CPO are expected to be served on the remaining property owners within the next 4-6 weeks. Even if the CPO was successful a warrant of eviction for this household may be required to obtain possession of the property. This would add further delays to the site assembly process and attract adverse publicity for the Council and Salix Homes.

The source of funding is: Private Sector Housing Capital Programme 2007-08
Legal Advice obtained: 

Yes
Contact Norman Perry. Tel 0161 793 2325
Financial Advice obtained 
Yes
Nigel Dickens. Tel 0161 793 2585  
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:
Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006
Seedley & Langworthy Masterplan 2001
Contact Officer: 

Edward Sawford, Principal Officer, Housing Market Renewal Team, Salix Homes
Edrward.sawford@salixhomes.org 
Tel 0161 779 8950

	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee. 
	


Signed: Councillor Peter Connor
Lead Member for Housing
Dated: 3rd April, 2008
· This decision was published on Thursday, 3rd April, 2008
· This decision will come in force on Friday, 11th April, 2008


# unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

