Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I, Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J (a)(i) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, do hereby approve the appointment of EKOS Consulting (UK) Ltd to carry out the independent technical advisory service for the Manchester Salford Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder (MSP) with immediate effect, through until March 31st 2008.
The Reasons are that EKOS Consulting (UK) Ltd were unanimously considered by the selection panel, comprised of officers from both Manchester and Salford city councils, to be the best candidate after a thorough competitive tendering process, involving the submission of pre-qualification questionnaires, full tender documentation, and a structured interview.

Options considered and rejected were to appoint either of the other two interested parties, Tribal Consulting Ltd and GVA Grimley / Deloitte Consulting LLP.  

Assessment of Risk – Low.  Over the last two years, EKOS have developed a solid working relationship with MSP and the staff members involved in both the delivery and management of the programme.  Their experience of working with MSP and their understanding of the opportunities provided by housing market renewal in Manchester and Salford should allow EKOS to provide high quality support from the outset of the contract period.

The source of funding is the Housing Market Renewal Fund.

Legal Advice obtained – N/A 
Financial Advice obtained from Nigel Dickens.  Within the Integrated Secretariat budget, £260,000 has been set aside for the three years from 2005 - 2008 for Technical Adviser services.
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:

· Tender submission for the Independent Technical Adviser from EKOS Consulting (UK) Ltd

· Tender submission from Tribal Group PLC

· Tender submission from GVA Grimley LLP / Deloitte Consulting


Contact Officer: Gavin Brotherston, Principal Officer (Strategy & Partnerships)

Tel No: 0161 922 8714

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for/ Director of  and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member / Director for a decision.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee. 
	


Signed: Councillor Peter Connor 

Lead Member
Dated: 4th November, 2005
FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

· This decision was published on 3rd November, 2005
· This decision will come in force on 11th November, 2005# unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

Key:

#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.

