Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F6(a)(x),J(a)(v) and (vi), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve:
1. The process for gaining access to homes managed by Salix Homes, in relation to gas servicing.
2. The completion of a Service Level Agreement between the Council and Salix Homes to help deliver upper quartile performance in gas safety compliance.

The Reasons are that both the Sustainable Regeneration Directorate, and Salix Homes, recognise the potential vulnerability of some residents residing within properties owned by Salford City Council and managed on behalf of  the Council by Salix Homes with regards to gas safety in the home and the legal duty placed upon the landlord through the Gas Safety (Installation & Use) Regulations 1998 to check and maintain gas appliances in a safe condition for use.  Compliance with the regulations is a high priority health and safety issue to safeguard Council tenants under the management of Salix Homes and is a critical aspect of the Audit Commission inspection regime. 
As such, both parties will combine their resources to deliver a process designed to achieve each organisations corporate objective of ensuring that tenants residing in properties managed on Salford City Council’s behalf by Salix Homes, are made safe from gas related injuries in a manner that is reasonably practicable by ensuring the requirements of the Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations 1998 are fully complied with, through forced entry by warrant if necessary, where entry for inspection by agreement with the tenant has not been possible.

Both parties will enter into a service level agreement whereby staff within the Sustainable Regeneration Directorate will use the powers available granted either under section 239 of the Housing Act 2004 or section 80 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 or other appropriate or successor legislation for the purpose of securing entry to tenanted homes to survey, inspect and service gas installations to ensure compliance with the Gas Safety Regulations.

Assessment of Risk: High - failure to comply with the Gas Safety Regulations places customers with a direct Health and Safety risk through overdue gas services.  Any hazard that leads to injury or fatality through carbon monoxide poisoning or explosion will leave the landlord and its agent open to criticism, possible heavy fines and potential imprisonment under Health and Safety legislation. 

The proposals in this report all serve to mitigate these risks, by ensuring timely access to properties to carry out inspection to identify and remedy any faults in regard to the installation, condition and use of gas equipment.

The source of funding is Salix Homes management fee via the Housing Revenue Account.
Legal Advice obtained  Yes 
Financial Advice obtained  Yes 
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:-
· Service Level Agreement for Supporting Gas Safety in the Home 
· Report submitted to Lead Member for Housing - 4th August, 209

Contact Officer: Joe Willis
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	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	

	
	

	
	

	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the
            Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Peter Connor
Lead Member for Housing
Date: 11th August, 2009

*
This decision was published on Tuesday 11th August, 2009.
*
This decision will come in force on Wednesday, 19th August, 2009# unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

