Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor

Lead Member for Housing

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F 6 (a) (i) , of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve

1. the actions taken to date in relation to the contractual bid submission.

2. the bid submission to the National Asylum and Support Service (NASS) to enter a new contract post 2005 at the inclusive price of £14.23 per service user per night, for a 12 month period.

3. and supports the work with New Prospect Housing Ltd, the Authority’s current operational provider of asylum services, to reduce costs to the lower entry band price of £12.25 per service user within the 12- month period specified by NASS.

4. and supports the work in developing robust exit and transition plans in the event of loss of contract.
 The Reasons are 

1. To secure income to the Authority to continue to provide services supporting people seeking asylum

2. To ensure the continuity and consistency of services developed to this client group over the last contractual period

3. To ensure continued public sector involvement in dispersal and to retain influence in the dispersal process as directed by the National Asylum and Support Service. 

Assessment of Risk

High - Medium

1. There is a financial risk in terms of operating the contract to the required service level within the constraints of the anticipated budget.

2. There is further risk in failing to reduce contract costs to the level required to secure a further contract after the initial 12 months.

3. Failure to secure the contract will result in limited influence over dispersal within the city and increase hidden costs to the Authority due to managing the outcome of dispersal solely in the private rented sector. 

The source of funding is   Contractual income from the National Asylum and Support Service.

Legal Advice obtained  Yes , Manchester’s Solicitor as Lead signatory, and Chidi Ebizie 

Financial Advice obtained  Yes, Nigel Dickens

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process. The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection.

Contact Officer: Janice Samuels


Tel No 0161 922 8773

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for/ Director of  and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member / Director for a decision.
	x FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning  Scrutiny Committee.
	


Key:

Tick boxes at the end of these lines, as appropriate.

Signed: ______________________________________________________

Lead member for Housing

6th April, 2006

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on 6th April, 2006.
*
This decision will come in force on 18th April, 2006#  unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

Key:

#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.
